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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 Happy New Year! I hope you are as excited about the possibilities of 

the new year as I am. I am staying positive!  Even if we aren’t “back to      

normal”, Church In The Acres is trusting God and looking forward to a great 

year!  Hopefully you are making worship a priority, whether you are in the 

building, watching the livestream, or catching a replay of it later in the week. 

It is important that we find all the ways we can to stay connected to each   

other, and especially connected with God.  Despite the pandemic, are you still 

making worship and tithing a priority?  The church is open for all those who 

want to come and worship in person.  We are working to make it as safe as 

possible. 
 Are you ready for 2022?  2021 was certainly a challenging year of 

constantly trying to adapt to change after change, and hurdle after hurdle.  

While we are anxious to get back to some form of “normal” one can’t ignore 

the fact that we really have grown as a congregation in so many ways. We’ve 

identified strengths, weaknesses, and have come to terms and acknowledged 

things that have been an oversight in the past. Each year we know that every-

thing changes, but this past year has changed so much more than usual. We 

have seen how important our online presence is and how important it is to 

reach out on a regular basis regardless of the situation. Everyone has been  

affected by the happenings of 2021, but possibly each in a completely        

different way.   
 It has been exhausting trying to constantly revamp things to make 

them work better this past year, but we haven’t quit. Take a look back at our 

first online worship when Covid-19 first came.  Things look a lot different 

now. It may have taken quite a few trials and tribulations but take a look!  We 

have really grown, a lot! We have adapted.  We have even tried to be more 

active on Facebook, and on the phones. 
 Do we miss some things?  Sure... Do we make some mistakes? Sure... 

Are we continuing to move forward?  Absolutely.  As long as we continue to 

focus on God and seek His face, we are assured we will move in the right    

direction.   
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 

will be added to you.”    --Matthew 6:33 

Do you trust Him? 

Its Good to be your pastor. 

In The Lords Service till the last fish is caught, <>< 

Pastor Chris 
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Annual Meeting  

February 5, 2022 10:00 am 

         

Annual Reports from all Officers, Board and 
Committee Chairpersons and Pastor are 

due by January 15. 

 
Watch for more information about this          

important meeting which includes reports from 
Boards and Committees, Review and Voting 
on the 2022 Proposed Budget and  Elections. 

      

ANNUAL REPORTS from all Officers, 
Board and Committee Chairpersons 

and Pastor 

 

FEBRUARY Challenger articles:    

January 15th 

Attention all Men of 

the Church 

Are you looking for: 

Prayer 

GOOD FOOD 

FELLOWSHIP 

BIBLE STUDY 

Plan to join us on the fourth Saturday of 

the month 

This month’s breakfast will be January 22 

at 8:30am in Walker Hall 

All men of the Church are invited. 

Help Keep Our Homeless 

Warm this Winter 

     Warm, dry socks and gloves are 

a must for the homeless men, 

women and children in our       

community. 
     Now through January 31, you may place your 

donations of new items on or under the tree in the 

Lobby. 
Thank you!  

Board of Mission Outreach 

 

 

 

 Women’s Ministry in January will be on 
Sunday, January 9, at 2:00 pm in the Friendship 

Room. Julie Whittemore will be doing a short 
study on “A Glimpse of  Heaven” comparing 

what is biblical to what some Christian authors 
have written. Many of us have recently lost 

loved ones and we will investigate where they 
now are and what heaven is like. Bring any 
books and stories you may have and come 
ready to be encouraged! All women of the 

church are invited. 
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 Kaizermaximus Lopez had a successful summer on staff at Grotonwood. 
He worked with adults with disabilities day care and did relief staff work in the 
evening with over night camp. This fall he starts at Holyoke Community College 
with an Elementary Education major. He is also a mayoral aide, a physical educa-
tion teacher at the Holyoke Boys and Girls Club and an actor at the haunted house, 
Demented X, in Holyoke for the month of October. 

 Nevaeh Lopez also worked at Grotonwood this summer. She worked with the 
pre-school day campers and they loved their “Ms. Nevaeh”. She is a junior at Holyoke 
High School North where she is the Social Media Manager and Podcast Editor and a 
staff writer for the HHS Herald Newspaper. She is active in the Drama Department 
and will star in their fall play  “Low Budget High School Play” in mid November.  

 Kaylish R. Martinez worked this summer for the City of Holyoke Parks 
and Recreation Department at the Pouliot Pool as a life guard. Her training also 
included infant, child, adult First Aid, CPR and AED. She is a junior at Hampden 
Charter School of Science and Technology, East Campus, where she is a peer 
tutor in the writing lab, a year book staff and captain of the girls volleyball team. 

 Isabella Martinez is a 7th grader at Veritas Prep. Charter School in Spring-
field. She is the Chrome Book manager for the 7th grade, a member of the boxing 
team and cross country team– long distance running. She is anxiously waiting for 
COVID restrictions to be lifted for the music department so she can resume her viola 
lessons. 

 “Deneja Lewis was in 2nd grade when her younger sister was born. 
Her penchant for teaching the newest family member whatever she could 
about life— and seeing the power of education to transform and uplift as a 
student herself—inspired her to choose primary education as a career. A 
graduate of Hampden Charter School East known for her sensitive mentor-

ing skills, she received many college scholarship offers and now studies at Westfield 
State University.” 

(Springfield Then and Now, Sponsored by Commonwealth Murals) 

Caroling Update 

 Saturday December 18, a group of 13 
went caroling to some of our shut ins. We all had 
a festive time, but the shut ins were overjoyed 
with our visits. They all were seen singing along 
with us. Our visit really meant a lot to some of 
our members that aren’t able to get to church 
any more.  
 Please try and join us next year when the 
time rolls around. It really brightens everyone's 
day. 

 (Photo credit: Bev Tisdel) 
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  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
  

Jan.  2  Carolyn Baranowski  
       12  Robert Baranowski  
 14  Laura Tisdel-Andruss  
 25  Nancy Thibodeau  
 29  Vincent Washington  

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2021 Church Directory.  
  Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  
 Jan 2  Janet Potter     

   9 Nancy MacCallum    

  16 Doris Anderson 
 

  23 Frances Cray    

  30 Don and Phyllis Gregg 

          THANK YOU NOTES 
    

  

 "Received from: Hope for Children sent a  
video to thank us for our support  for the  
past year. 
 
And from : Friends of Regional Ministries 

for our continued support for ongoing camp ministries.  
 

 Joanne Case “Thank You for the 
generosity of my church family for my 
Christmas gift.” 

 Pastor Chris would like to    
warmly thank all of you for your cards 
and gifts this Christmas which truly 
touched his heart.  It was one of the 

best Christmas’s ever, and he is so thankful to be your        
pastor!  God bless you all! 

 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE 

 

 

 

 

Dennis and Eileen Chausse 
57 Johnson Street 

Springfield, MA 01108 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 

 
Allen Hayden and Emma Howard 

NEW PHONE NUMBER 

Nancy MacCallum 
413-306-5355 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119   

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse     
Tech Team               Bob Cabey,       
   Christina Cabey, Joanne Case, Julie Whittemore and 
Jeff Whittemore (Lead). 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Livestream Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Livestream Worship Service 


