
A New Season of Hope 
 
 As we head into the new season of Fall, I am hoping we head into a new 

season of hope for our country, city, and church.    I was listening to a commen-

tator on the news the other day who said that between the vaccinated people 

and the people who have had Covid, we as a country are approaching a level of 

immunity that we should start to “see the light at the end of the tunnel” if we 

can just get through the current “wave” of Covid.  
  
 Our church has, like all churches, been trying to weather the storm.  We 

trust in God and God has been faithful.   It has not been easy…but God gives us 

hope! 
 
 How many of you are losing hope? I suspect, with all that is happening 

in our world, probably quite a few of you are questioning your hope. I must  

admit, there are times I feel the same way as you might today.  I am only      

human and I do have my doubts about certain things. You’ve seen all the posts 

on Facebook and other social media… it’s all negative and can really influence 

our state of mind. 
 
 As a Christian, we don’t put “hope” in our own hands. Or at least we 

shouldn’t. We don’t depend on this world to give us the things we need but, 

instead, put our “hope” in all the promises God has given to us… we put our 

“hope” in THE LORD!  This is the time where we need to reflect on our lives, 

and remember that God has ALWAYS been faithful.  How many times can you 

remember walking through dark valleys and God brought you back into the 

light?  I have numerous memories of some pretty cool miracles God has 

worked in my life. 
 
 Take hope and remember all of God’s promises.  We have a God who 

loves us…and is in control…and that is a great reason for hope!   
“Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put 

your hope in God, for I will yet praise him,  my Savior and my God.”  - 
Psalm 42:5 

 
It is so good to be your pastor! 
In the Lord’s service till the last fish is caught <>< 

Pastor Chris 
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November  
Challenger deadline 

is October 15th 

Buy your groceries with “Cash for Causes.”  

     The Church earns $5 for every $100 gift card 
you buy.   

     Gift cards for Stop and Shop and Big Y are 
now available between the services from Julie 
Whittemore and in the Church office during    
regular office hours.   

     Everyone has to eat so please remember to 
buy your gift cards from the church and we all 
benefit. 

MONDAY MORNING     

BIBLE STUDY 

     The Monday morning Bible 
Study is at 10:00 am. Please  

contact the church office for details. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Sunday school will start on  
September 26. There will be     
classes for all ages 0-100+.       

See you there. 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

 The Board of       
Christian Education is hosting 
a Trunk n Treat this year. It 
will be on Sat Oct 30th. So 
start thinking about it now. 
The youth group can help if 

you need it. Bible story themes are            
recommended but others are ok. Watch for 
more information as the time gets closer.    

YOUTH GROUP 

 Youth groups will be 
starting soon. Watch for   
future dates. Youth group is 
for grades 5-12. Come and 
help plan the activities for a 
super year. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY TEA 

PARTY 

     The Women’s Ministry will 
hold it’s annual Fall   Ladies Tea on October 3 at 
2pm in the Friendship Room. Dust off your hats 
and come for some fellowship, devotions and of 

course tea and sweets.  
We will have an organizational meeting.   

Bring some friends.  
Hope to see you there. 

ATTENTION ALL MEN OF THE 

CHURCH 

Are you looking for: 
Prayer, Good Food, Fellowship 

and Bible Study 
Plan to join us on the last  

Saturday of the month 

This month’s breakfast will be Saturday      

October 23 at 8:30am in Walker Hall. 

FALL HIKE 

 The Diaconate will be 
hosting a hike up Skinner 
Mountain in Holyoke on         

Columbus Day – Monday,    
October 11th, 2021.  We’ll meet 

at the church parking lot at 
9:00am to carpool.  
All are welcome! 
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2021 WORLD MISSION OFFERING 
We've Been SURPRISED by God's Glory 

      John 1:16  
     Our theme for this year (“We’ve been surprised by God’s glory”) is a celebra-
tion of the ways in which we’ve seen God enter into the grief and difficulties of 
our pandemic year to work through video-conferenced events, to raise up new 

global servants, to provide generous support through you for our global partners as they faced food scarcity and   
critical needs during the pandemic. In dark, lonely, and difficult times, God has surprised us with hope and provision. 
 

     As the Apostle Paul encouraged the believers in Corinth to give generously to a collection for fellow believers in 
need, he expressed confidence that their capacity to give was rooted in the ongoing outpouring of God’s abundant 
grace. “God is able to make all grace overflow to you,” he told them, “so that . . . you may have an abundance for 
every good deed” (2 Corinthians 9:8, NASB). Let us not be a people who merely find satisfaction in being                
recipients of God’s abundant grace. Let us be churches, families, and individuals who allow that grace to 
overflow through us for the blessing of others! As you give to this year’s World Mission Offering, may you do 
so in recognition and celebration of God’s amazing and abundant grace. 
 
     Please give to the World Mission Offering any time during October (mark your check or envelope clearly 
"WMO").  And remember to pray for our missionaries (global servants). 
 
Your Board of Mission Outreach 

 

 

 

 

"UNDIE SUNDAY" 

Springfield Rescue Mission 

 

     All during October we are invited to  
donate NEW underwear, socks and      
t-shirts for men, women and children in 
need.  Place items in the purple bin in 
the Lobby and we will take them to the 
Rescue Mission for distribution. 

 
 

 

MONTHLY SUPPERS 
 

We prepare a meal and serve at the mission one 
Saturday each month.       

The next one is October 2. 

If you would like to join our team of cooks, servers, 
etc., please speak to Pastor Chris. 

 Another way you can help is with donations to 
cover the cost of the food each month.   

Envelopes are at the info board in the Narthex. 

Church Softball News 

 Our team played a pandemic and rain shortened season. We won 
in the semi finals 2 games to 1, but lost two games to 1 in the Champion-
ship game, the final game being a 22-21 slugfest. Our season record was 

10 wins, 6 losses and 1 tie.  

Thank you for your spiritual, monetary and fan support. 



      

 

 

 

This Year at the Secretaries Retreat 

 Last year the annual June Secretaries Conference at Craigville was cancelled due to Covid and due 

to the uncertainty this spring, the conference was moved to mid-September.  Even though there was short 

notice on the timing, there were three new attendees, one of whom came all the way from Connecticut and 

three retired attendees. We have officially changed our name to C.O.P.s (Church Office Professionals). 

 Our theme for our meeting was “Back to Basics”. Robin Fryer presented a session on creating     

procedure manuals, Sue McEwen presented a session on social media with help from Rev. Christie Burns 

and there was a final session of hints, tips and work-arounds for the software challenged. 

 In our down time, there was much catching up with old friends, making new friends and we held an 

auction to help raise money for those who would like to attend but cannot afford the full cost. There was a 

lot of bidding wars and laughter that night. 

 Every year we have an offering collection and a material donation. This year the proceeds of both 

went to Housing Assistance Corporation of Cape Cod. 

 On our last morning, we held a worship service led by Rev. Christie Burns. We love her energy! 

 I am very thankful to have the opportunity to meet with my colleagues in person, this group is a   

wonderful repository of knowledge, advice and love. Thank you for allowing me to attend. 

Joanne Case 
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FAMILY NEWS PAGE 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 

October 

 2 Helen and Warren Christensen 

 2 Cheryl and Stephen Nacewicz 

 6  Eileen and Dennis Chausse 

16 Theresa and Nick Albano 

28 Laura and Tony Andruss  

   

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
 

October   

   9 John Ferris  

 14 Shirley Hayes 

 16 Phyllis Gregg  

 21 Stephen Nacewicz  

  

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

 
 (Addresses are in the 2021 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  
 
   Oct.  3 Janet Potter 
          10 Nancy MacCallum 
 17 Frances Cray 
 24 Doris Anderson 
 31 Mary Kilpatrick 

 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 
 

Mary Kilpatrick, Sue Renaud and  

Katharine Champagne 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

      
  has been received from Friends of Regional   
       Ministries for our donation. 

     



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

 

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse 
Tech Team   Bob Cabey, 
Christina Cabey, Joanne Case Julie Whittemore and 
  Jeff Whittemore (Lead)  

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 


