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Reflecting On 2020 And Looking Forward 
 

 For this New Year I think we all should sit down with God and spend a little 

quiet time.  Reflection is a good thing to do.  The times that I have grown the most in 

my life have been times when I reflect every day’s end, before I turn the light off.   

At the very least we should reflect at the beginning of a new year.  Business always 

taught me to plan…kinda like “You will split more wood easily if you spend a little 

time sharpening your axe.”  What are the things that I have to stop doing? What are 

the things that I have to start doing? If you ask God, the Holy Spirit will come to you 

as light and strength, helping you to see where a little change for the good is neces-

sary. 
 While many resolutions to lose weight, quit smoking and exercise are worthy 

goals, the most important resolution is in developing a closer relationship with God.  

Whether you are a seeker, new believer, or mature Christian, there is always a next 

step to take.  Growing your relationship with God will also have positive effects on 

your relationships with family, friends, and neighbors.  Take some time to reflect on 

what God did throughout the year and look forward with great expectation to what he 

will do in the future. 
 I don’t know about you, but I am guessing you feel like me.  I am SO done 

with 2020.  But reflecting on 2020 shows me that God was working through all the 

mess.  I need to thank God for opening the right doors to walk through, and closing 

the doors that were outside of his will. Did you see God at work in 2020?  Praise him 

for every blessing, every lesson learned, and every victory achieved.  As you reflect 

on God’s work, you can approach 2021 knowing God was with you in 2020 and will 

be walking right by your side in 2021.  You can bet the house on that! 
 “Now unto him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we 

ask or think, according to the power that works in us.’”  -- Ephesians 3:20 
 In your reflecting, maybe you are feeling the need to be kinder and 

more compassionate in 2021.  In this time when it is becoming increasingly 

acceptable to tear people apart, may we remember what Jesus would do. 

When we might be quick with our tongues, may we catch ourselves, pause, 

and ask if our words will help or hinder our relationships.  The Bible reminds 

us to look out for and provide for the stranger and alien who may come our 

way. Recent statistics show that hate crimes have increased exponentially 

over these last few months. In this new year, may we individually know and 

respect others who are different from ourselves. 
 I want to show more love.  I want to extend that same grace to others 

that God extends to me.  Do you want this too?  Remember, 

“they will know we are Christians by our love.” 
It is good to be your pastor.  Happy New Year.  I love you all. 
In the Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 
Pastor Chris 
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Annual Meeting  

Date to be announced 

        Annual Reports from all Officers, 
Board and Committee Chairpersons and 

Pastor are due. 

 
Watch for more information about this          

important meeting which includes reports from 
Boards and Committees, Review and Voting 
on the 2021 Proposed Budget and  Elections. 

      

ANNUAL REPORTS from all Officers, 
Board and Committee Chairpersons 

and Pastor 

 

FEBRUARY Challenger articles:    

January 15th 

 

 

 

Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading    
provider of preventive health screenings, will 
offer affordable, non-invasive and painless 
health screenings at Church In the Acres   

Baptist on Friday, February 19, 2021.  
 

A package of five screenings to identify risk 
for stroke, heart disease and other chronic 

conditions will be offered: 

•Carotid artery ultrasound to identify plaque 
buildup in the carotid arteries, a major risk  

factor for stroke 

•Abdominal aortic aneurysm ultrasound to 
identify presence of an enlargement in the 

largest blood vessel in the body 

•An EKG to identify the presence of atrial    
fibrillation, which increases the risk for stroke 

•Ultrasound of the lower legs to look for 
plaque buildup known as peripheral artery   

disease 

•Ultrasound of the shin bone to identify risk 
for osteoporosis 

These 5 vital screenings are offered for only 
$149 and take 60-90 minutes to complete. If 

you register today, you will receive a           
$10 discount. 

 
Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441 or 

text the word "circle" to 797979.  
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LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
  
 
 For the past few weeks, I’ve been reading a great book entitled, “A Company of Heroes”. It’s the  

story of many godly Christians throughout the world who have lived the Christian life in such a godly way 

that have inspired me and challenged me deeply in my own Christian life. None of us are perfect, of course. 

But the Bible speaks to us about growing in the Christian life, maturing in the Christian life, becoming more 

passionate, becoming more and more like Jesus. 
  
 There are man ways that this can take place, such as reading good Christian books, meditating on the 

Bible, worshiping the Lord, listening to the Pastor’s message, etc. Some years ago Mary and I joined a group 

of Christians who took a tour of Paul’s missionary travels in the land of Greece. One of the places we visited 

was in the town of Berea where Paul and Silas spent some time preaching the Gospel. We find an account of 

this ministry in Berea in Act 17:10-15. there was something in particular that our tour guide wanted us to see 

there, so we walked up a side street where we saw a huge tree out in the middle of a large square. The guide 

drew our attention to a small stream that ran beneath this great tree. He said, “Trees need water, and the   

water helps them to flourish and grow”. He then made the point– we Christians need spiritual help from 

above on a daily basis so that we can flourish and grow more and more like Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 On November 18 Mary had surgery on her neck to stabilize the vertebrae in the hope that the extreme 

pain in her legs might decrease. It did help somewhat, but her right arm and leg have become paralyzed, and 

she cannot walk. She spent a week in Bay State Hospital recovering from the surgery, and then on Nov. 25 

she was moved to the Critical Care Unit here at Reeds Landing, which is connected to the units of Independ-

ent and Assisted Living. She is now getting PT and is gradually getting a little stronger, but still can’t walk. 

She has the best of care, but it is times like this that we are becoming discouraged and uncertain about what 

lies ahead. At present, Dec. 3, she is in isolation and I still can’t visit her, although we do chat quite often 

over the phone. At the same time, we have a host of friends who are praying daily for her healing and recov-

ery. What is noteworthy for me during Mary’s surgery is the fact that everyone has to face their own crisis 

whatever that may be. These crises may be triggered by a physical affliction, a financial crisis, by a family 

quarrel, or by some criticism. You see, when problems arise, we all instinctively seek the Lord’s help and 

are driven to our knees for His mercy. It reminds me of the well-known poem that goes something like this: 

“When everything is going well, Jesus will walk along beside us, but when difficulties arise, Jesus will carry 

us in his strong arms. 
 
 There is another significant word found in Scripture that is as important for us as we seek to live the 

Christian life. This is the word GRACE. We are saved by Grace and not by our own goodness. Only God 

can save us. The Apostle Paul put it this way: “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith-and this 

not from ourselves, not by works. So that no one can boast” (Eph.2:8-9). We are also admonished to “grow 

in grace and in knowledge of Jesus Christ” II Pet. 3:18). This is a godly trait that the Holy Spirit helps us to 

live more and more like Jesus. May God help us all to grow more and more like Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Your Friend in Christ, Rev. Andy Kilpatrick 
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  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
  

Jan.  2  Carolyn Baranowski  
       12  Robert Baranowski  
 14  Laura Tisdel-Andruss  
 25  Nancy Thibodeau  
 29  Vincent Washington  

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2020 Church Directory.  
  Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  
 Jan 3  Doris Murray     

  10 Nancy MacCallum    

  17 Doris Anderson 
 

  24 Frances Cray    

  31 Janet Potter 

          THANK YOU NOTES 
 
   

  

 "Received from: Hope for Children sent a  
video to thank us for our support  for the  
past year. 
 
And from : Friends of Regional Ministries 

for our continued support for ongoing camp ministries.  
 

 
Thanks to: Jeff Whittemore for his 
vision and the countless hours he 
spent filming and editing the 
Christmas Eve Service.  
Also thanks to all who participated. 
  

 

PHONE NUMBER UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy MacCallum 
244 Reeds Landing 

Springfield, MA 01109 
413-301-7215 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 

 
Sue Renaud, Mary and Andy Kilpatrick 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119   

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
 

     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse     
Tech Team               Bob Cabey,       
    Christina Cabey, Joanne Case and Jeff Whittemore

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Livestream Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. Contemporary Livestream Worship Service 




