
April Showers… 
 It’s been very dry here for the last couple years.  I am excited by the 

feeling that there is rain in the forecast.  

 Covid has made the land dry as a desert. Think about what happens in 

a severe draught. When it gets bad enough, you are not even allowed to water 

your lawn, or wash your car.  Lawns get brown and you can’t even water your 

flowers.  Over time the landscape becomes dead.  Leaves can turn prematurely 

brown and shrivel.  With no water, the land becomes dustier.  I am reminded 

of the infield of our baseball diamond behind the church.  Much worse than 

that, I am reminded of The Dust Bowl.  That was the name given to the 

drought-stricken Southern Plains region of the United States, which suffered 

severe dust storms during a dry period in the 1930s. 

 As high winds and choking dust swept the region from Texas to       

Nebraska, people and livestock were killed and crops failed across the entire 

region. The Dust Bowl intensified the crushing economic impacts of the Great 

Depression and drove many farming families on a desperate migration in 

search of work and better living conditions.  People became very weary of 

their situation, kind of similar to our situation now with Covid. 

 As I look at the pandemic we are coming out of, I think of how it has 

affected us… physically, emotionally, and financially.  People are sick and 

tired of the dry landscape. All of us desperately want rain. So, I got to thinking 

about the old expression, “April Showers bring May flowers”… and “May 

flowers” bring Pilgrims!   

“You drench the plowed ground with rain, melting the clods and      

leveling the ridges. You soften the earth with showers and bless its 

abundant crops.”                                     --Psalm 65:10 

  I pray that during April, God would shower us all with the Holy Spirit.  

That this shower of the Holy Spirit would bring revival to our land, our city, 

and our church.  That the showers would bring Pilgrims… people searching 

for God.  People coming to God, in both our land, and in our church.  This 

country needs revival.  This city needs revival.  We all need revival.  I am 

praying for it.  Will you? 

It is so good to be your pastor! 

In The Lord’s Service till The Last Fish is Caught, <>< 

Pastor Chris 
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A NOTE FROM CATHY BERRY 
  

 Dear Church Friends,  

 As we move closer to Easter, celebrating 
Our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and our  
redemption, I want to thank you for your support 
through the many years that I’ve have served you 
making music and encouraging so many of my 
musical friends to share their wonderful talents to 
praise our God and “raise you up” in worship. 
Our congregation is a loving family, sharing 
meals, ideas, personal stories, celebrations, 
griefs, histories, and so much more. We have 
been through a long ordeal in the past two years, 
and I’ve felt the ties of our family loosen. We are 
all familiar with the old  adage, “not to use it is to 
lose it”. That phrase does not only apply to our 
muscles, or our talents, it applies to our family 
and friendship ties, to the Church as well. Our 
faith is strengthened in corporate worship, and 
our personal relations are also strengthened 
when we connect with one  another. So let us 
gather in “bodily worship” on Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Easter Sunday, and beyond. May God 
bless you all, the Church in the Acres Family.  

Have a blessed Easter.  

With much love, Cathy 

 

 

 

RESCUE MISSION MONTHLY SUPPERS 
 

    Our church prepares and serves a meal at the 
Springfield Rescue Mission one Saturday each 
month.  We are at the mission from 4:30-6 pm, and 
cooking or baking can be done at home, at church, 
or at the mission kitchen, prior to 4:30.   

    If you would like to join our team of cooks,    
servers, etc. please speak to Pastor Chris.  

    Another way you can help is to help with dona-
tions to cover the cost of the food.  You may place 
your contributions in an envelope clearly marked 
for “Springfield Rescue  Mission” at any time. 

     We would like to recognize 
our Church’s Graduates from 
High School, College, or any oth-
er continuing education program 
in our June Challenger. Please 
fill out a Graduation Information 

form (found in the blue folder rack by the office 
door) and return it to the office by May 15th.(Call or 
email the church office if you wish to have a form 
emailed to you.) 782-2577 info@churchintheacres.org 

PALM SUNDAY—APRIL 10 

9:30 and 11:30 am Worship Services  
MAUNDY THURSDAY—APRIL 14 

7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service 

GOOD FRIDAY—APRIL 15 

EASTER SUNDAY—APRIL 17 

9:30 am Worship Service 
With Easter Message, Special Music, and  

Easter Plants  

Attention all Men of the 

Church 

Are you looking for: 

Prayer 

GOOD FOOD 

FELLOWSHIP 

BIBLE STUDY 

Plan to join us on the fourth Saturday of 
the month. 

This month’s breakfast will be April 23 at 
8:30am in Walker Hall. 

All men of the Church are invited. 
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DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON? 

Did you know that you can purchase products on 
Amazon and help the church at the same time?  
All you need to do is shop through Amazon Smile.  
It’s the same products and exactly the same price, 
but a small percentage of the purchase price will 
go to the church.  To do this you must shop by  
using the internet address (URL) of 
smile.amazon.com.  Once there, just select 
“Church In the Acres” as your selected charity.  
Now every time you make a purchase, the church 
will receive a small percentage of the purchase 
price of your order.  Amazon will only do this IF 
you shop using the address of smile.amazon.com.  
You can also turn on Amazon Smile on your Ama-
zon shopping mobile app, so start using it today 
and be sure to tell everyone you know that shops 
on Amazon! 

EVENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 The Thunderbird ice hockey game on 
March 4th was a big success with approximately 
15 people attending.  It was a great game, they 
won in overtime!   

 Our first Bingo night on March 11 was 
well attended and made $200 for the church.  It 
was a fun time with lots of fellowship and the ex-
citement of Bingo!  Our next Bingo night is 
scheduled for April 1st at 6:30, come and have 
fun with us!  Bingo cards for a donation of $5.00 
are good for all 5 games.  Kids under 10 can get 
a card for a donation of $2.50 and they get prizes 
from a kid’s treasurer chest.  Each game has a 
kid’s winner and an adult winner.   Prizes range 
from tickets to Six Flags and Soarin’ Indoors, 
chocolate, donated baskets, and gift certifi-
cates.  We had a kitchen basket donated last 
month and some people are planning on donat-
ing baskets for this month, along with some gift 
certificates.   You never know what you might 
win!  We are planning on having Bingo night the 
first Friday of each month. 

 We are hoping to start an evening adult 
exercise class in April.  We have videos and 
some interest but we need somebody to be in 
charge of it.  If that would interest you, please 
speak to one of us on the Events Committee.  

  Planning is starting for the rummage sale 
on May 14.  Walker Hall will be open May 9 to 
the 13th from 9 to 12 to drop off items or by     
appointment.  Tables will also be available to 
rent for $25.00. Please leave a message at the 
church office if you need a pickup or would like to 
rent a table. If you would like to help at the    
rummage sale, please let us know! 

Come and be a part of our church family! 

 

Gina Lewis 
Diana Wayne 
Shirley Hayes 
Catherine Cabey 
Julie Whittemore 

FAMILY FUN BINGO NIGHT 

 April 1 is the start of Bingo night 
for prizes beginning at 6:30.  For a  
donation of $5.00, you will get a card 
for all five games.  There will be no 
cash prizes but rather prizes donated 
from area businesses.  This is for fun, 
is family friendly, and will help raise 

funds for the church.  Snacks will be availa-
ble.  We plan to have Bingo night on the first 
Friday night of the month. 

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 

 The men of our Church have 
taken on an outreach project for our 
community in the construction of the 
Little Free Pantry. Now is your time to 
step up and help with the project. Please take a 
list of some of the needed items, purchase at 
your next visit to the grocery store and bring them 
with you to church. The cabinet it is presently   
sitting on in the narthex will remain there for you 
to put your grocery items in the future. 

Let’s all help make this a great community       
outreach.  
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    THANK YOU NOTE 
 

     Has been received from: 
Friends of Regional Ministries 
for our continuing support  

 

 

 

 

 

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the Church Directory.   
 
Week of:  
 April  3 Don and Phyllis Gregg 

         10 Mary Kilpatrick 

  17 Frances Cray 

  24 Doris Anderson 

    

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 

Catherine and Robert Cabey  

April 12th  

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:    
 

 
April 3  Chris Montemayor   
 7  Jim Fields  
 28  Nancy MacCallum   

FAMILY NEWS PAGE 

PAGE 4 ISSUE 4        

 The Glazier and Whittemore families on the 
passing of Sumner Glazier on March 23,                
Allen Hayden, Mary and Andy Kilpatrick 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

 
 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional in person Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. –11:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary in person Worship Service 

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse  
Tech Team   Bob Cabey,      
        Christina Cabey, Joanne Case, Julie Whittemore 
                                            and Jeff Whittemore (Lead)    


