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Winds of Change 

 

 I have been feeling in my soul that “winds of change” are on the 

horizon at Church In The Acres.  Good winds!  Positive winds!  I just 

feel like we are on the cusp of good things happening.  I looked up the 

term “winds of change” and found that several musicians have written 

songs about winds of change.  The Bee Gees, The Beach Boys, The 

Scorpions, The Animals, Peter Frampton, and Jefferson Starship have all 

used the winds of change theme.  It seems that musicians like the theme!  

Even the contemporary Christian band Kutless has a song titled, “Winds 

of Change”. 

 So, this got me asking myself the question, “what is the origin of 

this statement?”.  I googled it.  What I found was that the theme was first 

used in 1960.  The "Wind of Change" speech was an address made by 

British Prime Minister Harold Macmillan to the Parliament of South   

Africa in Cape Town. He had spent a month in Africa in visiting a     

number of British colonies.  Macmillan's Cape Town speech clearly     

indicated a shift in British policy in regard to South African apartheid.  

That was a huge good thing! 

 This confirmed my feeling that “winds of change” are good 

things.  Winds of change blow out the bad, and clear the way for good.  

Here at Church In The Acres I am looking forward to ushering in a new 

era.  Hopefully the pandemic will soon be behind us, or at least         

manageable.  Our congregation can set its sights on getting back to  

moving forward, growing, and reaching out.  Our focus must always be 

on spreading the Gospel!   

 My prayer is that you will embrace winds of change.  Maybe   

asking friends, acquaintances, and relatives to come to church with you 

is a personal “wind of change” in how you live and interact with others.  

I pray for strength for you as you step out of your comfort zone and get 

into the habit of asking people to come to church with you next Sunday.  

Be obedient to God’s plan?  Winds of Change are coming! 

It's good to be your pastor! 

In The Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 

Pastor Chris 



NEWLY ELECTED 
 

Our Newly Elected Officers, Board and Committee    

Members and Delegates at 2021 Annual Meeting: 

Officers, whose terms will expire at the Annual 

Meeting in *February 2023, are as follows: 

Moderator:  Dave Bamford 
Clerk:  Melissa Giovaninni 

Treasurer:  Jeff Whittemore 
Auditor: Robert Baranowski 

Financial Secretary:  Catherine Cabey 
Librarian:  Melanie Nacewicz 

Historian/Archivist:  Joanne Case 
Church School Superintendent:  *Shirley Hayes 

(term runs from July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023) 
 

Board of Trustees 
Carolyn Baranowski and Dottie Rempp 

Board of Deacons 
Carl Howard lll 

Flower Committee 
Joanne Case, Melanie Nacewicz and  

Steve Nacewicz 
Library Committee 

Cheryl Nacewicz 
 

 

 

 

 

EASTER PLANTS 

          If you would like to order a 
plant to adorn our sanctuary     

worship center for Easter morning, 
please fill out an order form (coming soon in the 
Sunday  bulletins) return it to the church office, 
along with cash or check made out to Church in 

the Acres. 

FOR 

APRIL 
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RESCUE MISSION MONTHLY 

SUPPERS 
 

    Our church prepares and serves a meal at the 
Springfield Rescue Mission one Saturday each 
month.  We are at the mission from 4:30-6 pm, and 
cooking or baking can be done at home, at church, 
or at the mission kitchen, prior to 4:30.   

    Next suppers:  March 5 and April 2.  

    If you would like to join our team of cooks,    
servers, etc. please speak to Pastor Chris.  

    Another way you can help is with donations to 
help cover the cost of the food.  You may place 
your   contributions in an envelope clearly marked 
for “Springfield Rescue Mission” at any time. 

 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY—MARCH 2 

F IRST SUNDAY IN LENT—MARCH 6 

PALM SUNDAY—APRIL 10 

9:30 and 11:30 am Worship Services  
MAUNDY THURSDAY—APRIL 14 

7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

GOOD FRIDAY—APRIL 15 

EASTER SUNDAY—APRIL 17 

9:30 am Worship Service 
With Easter Message, Special Music, and  

Easter Plants  
 

Buy your groceries with “Cash for Causes.”  
The Church earns $5 for every $100 gift card 

you buy.  
Gift cards for Stop and Shop and Big Y are now 

available between the services from Julie         
Whittemore and in the Church office during    

regular office hours. 



HOPE tOtEs 
     The Hope tOtEs 2022 campaign has begun.  We are again collecting NEW toiletry 
items for distribution to the homeless served at the Springfield Rescue Mission. You are 
invited to pick up a purple “tOtE” bag at church or use any bag. 
     Once a person is able to clean up on the outside they’re in a better position to make 

more long-lasting changes on the inside. The items in this small bag give our homeless neighbors 
Hope to Hold On To! 
     Please buy items from the list below and bring your donations back to church by March 31. 

Toothbrush /Toothpaste / Soap / Body Wash / Shampoo 
Deodorant / Nail Clippers / Lip Balm / Tissues / Hand/Body Lotion / Body Powder 

Disposable Razors / Shaving Cream / T-Shirts/Socks / Underwear / Men’s Shower Shoes 
Once your bags are filled, drop them off at 10 Mill Street, Springfield by April 10. 

Live too far away to fill and deliver a Hope Tote? You can still help! 

Make a secure DONATION ONLINE or shop our AMAZON WISH LIST 
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America for Christ Offering 2022 

Dear Church Family,   
 

“I will praise you and testify about what you have done.” PSALM 22:22 

 Jesus’ two greatest commandments are to love God and love people - the essence of 

discipleship and what it means to be a Christian. The America for Christ offering helps to      

answer God’s call to help and to heal, serving those in need throughout the US and Puerto    

Rico. Whether it’s COVID-19 devastating communities through wildfires, floods or hurricanes, 

unemployment, poverty or homelessness, our American Baptist partners are faithfully serving 

in congregations and communities, with helping ministries and creative responses to the       

diverse needs in their local contexts.  

 Through your generous support, you become the hands and feet of Jesus. Please     

consider giving to the America for Christ offering, which will be collected on the last Sunday of 

March, but please feel free to give at any time from now until then. You may either use the 

America for Christ envelopes located on the table at the entrance to the Sanctuary or note the 

special offering on your check or online donation. 

Board of Mission Outreach 



 

FUN AND FUNdraising! 

 

The new Events Committee has been meeting and busy making plans.  Here are some of the things 
we have going on! 
 
March 4th we have a limited amount of donated Thunderbird tickets.  Please sign up in the Narthex at 
the church or call Joanne at the church office as soon as possible if you would like to go.   
 
March 11th is the start of Bingo night for prizes beginning at 6:30.  For a donation of $5.00, you will get 
a card for all five games.  There will be no cash prizes but rather prizes donated from area business-
es.  This is for fun, is family friendly, and will help raise funds for the church.  Snacks will be availa-
ble.  After March 11, we plan to have Bingo night on the first Friday night of the month. 
 
On April 16th at 1:00 p.m. we are planning an Easter egg hunt on the front lawn. 
 
On April 25th we will be starting an evening exercise class at 6:30.   More info to follow. 
 
On May 14, we are planning a rummage sale from 8 to 3.  As you do spring cleaning, set aside items 
you would like to donate.   
 
Come and be a part of our church family!     
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 
   
 

March    

    5  Dianne Badger 
    5  Susan Jones    

  12  Rosalie Ferris 

  13  Donald Gregg  

  13  Beverly Tisdel  

  16  Dee Dee Solivan  

        21  Dazella Woods  

        26  Richard Schieding   

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2022 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
Week of:  
  March  6   Don and Phyllis Gregg  
            13 Mary Kilpatrick 
 20  Nancy MacCallum  
 27 Doris Anderson 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 
 

Andy and Mary Kilpatrick   

 

for the family of Patrick Sheldon who 
passed away January 22,  

 

For the family and friends of Charter 
Member Warren Christensen who 

passed away February 13 

THANK YOU NOTES 

 A note of appreciation was received from Ed 
Guerard, Coordinator of Friends of Regional 
Ministries and the staff of Grotonwood and 
Oceanwood, our American Baptist 
camps.  thanking us for our continued support, 
especially during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
They welcome visits to the camps or regional 

events when regulations allow normal operations to resume. 
Ed Guerard was also able to have a nice visit with Andy and 
Mary Kilpatrick recently. 

  

     If your birthday and/or anniversary is not listed in the 
monthly Challenger and you would like to have those       
included, please make sure to notify the church office. 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodians   Dennis Chausse  
Tech Team   Bob Cabey,  
                                      Christina Cabey, Joanne Case, 
                     Julie Whittemore and Jeff Whittemore 

 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

(Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Livestream or in person Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Livestream or in person Worship Service 


