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Anticipation and Chocolate 
 
 I want to extend to you my prayerful best wishes for a holy and 

blessed Christmas!  During this Advent Season, it has been my prayer that 

each of you would find opportunities to reflect on your own faith and          

relationship with the Lord.  
 

 I was thinking about when I was young.  My Father was actually born 

in England, and when my American grandfather passed away, my English 

grandmother went back to England to live.  She would return to America  

every Christmas and spend a month with us.  I remember looking forward to 

her arrival in great anticipation.  She was my only link to my English          

heritage, and we enjoyed her stay.  She always brought a case of English   

Cadbury “Flake” chocolate bars.  We loved them and at the time, you     

couldn’t get them in America.  With the internet, you can find them 

now….but not back in the 70’s and 80’s. 
 

 Do we look forward to the coming of the Christ Child with great    

anticipation?  Does it stir our hearts (kinda like my grandmother coming) or 

are we caught up in the commercialism (kinda like the Flake bars coming) ?  

Whatever it is that our hearts and souls desire, whether we realize it or not, 

our ultimate desire is Jesus Himself, and for this reason, we are filled with joy 

at Christmas. 
 

 In the midst of all our current challenges and concerns, it is our faith, 

and the wonderful gift of God’s son, that moves us to sing with the angels in 

Bethlehem: “Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth!” True peace on 

earth flows from our recognition and praise of God in our lives. 
 

 Christmas has a way of bringing to church individuals and families 

who, for various reasons, have not been to services for months or years.  Has 

Covid-19 kept you away?  Our Christmas Eve Service at Church in the Acres 

presents a wonderful and grace-filled opportunity to come back and begin 

anew that prayerful relationship with the Lord and His Church community. I 

extend to all of you an open, grateful heart of welcome.  
 

 May the celebration of the coming of Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, 

bless you, your families, and loved ones this holiday.  I hope to see all of you 

soon.  It’s so good to be your pastor!  Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 
 

In The Lord’s Service till the last fish is caught, <>< 
Pastor Chris 
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December 19 Christmas Sunday 

 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Livestream 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Livestream 

 

 

 

 

7:00 p.m.  Family Christmas Eve Worship Livestream  

with Special Music  

 

 Luminaria Display and Candle Lighting  

    

 

 

 

 
 

     

  If you would like to order a poinsettia plant to adorn our sanctuary on Sunday, Dec. 
19, please fill out an order form (available at church or request one by email), and mail it, 
drop it off at the Church Office with your check made out to the Church in the Acres. You 
can also contact Cheryl Nacewicz at 782-7027 to order. 

 DEADLINE to order is Wednesday, December 15.  



RETIRED MINISTERS & MISSIONARIES  

OFFERING 2021 
 

      

 

 

“TRANSFORMED BY GENEROSITY”  
 

   Each year, on the first Sunday of December, 
American Baptist congregations give to the Retired 
Ministers and Missionaries Offering.   

   Since RMMO began in 1977, it has helped     
provide much needed thank you checks to retired 
ministers, missionaries, their widowed spouses 
and families—those who have dedicated their lives 
to God’s service. 

   Retired ministers, missionaries and their         
widowed spouses often have limited resources    
to adequately plan for the future.  RMMO recipi-
ents have used their funds to pay for unexpected         
expenses or medical costs.  The death of a  
spouse or relocation can also cause retirees to  
find themselves far from the church family that 
once supported them. 

   We will collect this offering on December 5 
and the Diaconate has also earmarked the            
December Communion offering for RMMO. 

   Your generosity is an example of the thankful-
ness that flows from our abiding faith in God. 
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• JANUARY CHALLENGER  ARTICLES:  

DECEMBER 15
 

 

 

• ANNUAL REPORTS FROM ALL       
OFFICERS, BOARD AND COMMITTEE 

CHAIRPERSONS AND PASTOR:   

 

 

Buy your groceries with “Cash for Causes.”  
     The Church earns $5 for every $100 gift 
card you buy. Gift cards for Stop and Shop 
and Big Y are available in the Church office 
during regular office hours. 

 

 

 

Missionary Update 

Excerpt from a recent letter to our church 
from our Missionaries to South Africa, 
Doctors Rick and Anita Gutierrez: 

     “We greet you in the precious name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Anita 
and I are well and hope this finds you the 
same.  2021 has been a blessed year for 
our shared mission as we have reached 
out to make disciples, ministered to health 
needs and promoted livelihoods through 
poultry, fruit trees and marker gardening.  
South Africa faced the challenges of   
widespread looting and riots in July, which 
were discouraging for our partners and the 
nation at large.  We look for Christ’s      
encouragement as we labor together so 
that his Kingdom would come on earth as 
it is in heaven. 

     Thank you for your donations towards 
our mission support.  We hope to see you 
in the coming months when we will be 
spending part of our time back in the    
United States.  We will be blessed to be 
with you, update you on your mission    
investments and plan together for our   
future shared mission.” 

Yours in Christ; 

Rick and Anita 
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            HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS 

 On Thursday December 16, you are invited to a birthday party for 
Jesus. We are having a pot luck supper at 6:00 pm and the party starts 
at 7:00 pm. We will have an old fashioned carol sing, a special movie 
and of course a special birthday cake for dessert. Please come and join 
your church family. 

                      YOUTH NEWS  

 The Junior and Senior Youth Group is going to be making       
Christmas Cookies again this year. Two years ago they baked over 700 
cookies and made Christmas cookie boxes with an invitation to come to 

Church in the Acres Christmas Eve for the special service. They distributed 69 boxes 
in our Sixteen Acres neighborhood on a cold sunny Sunday afternoon. So they are    
going to try to top their numbers! To do this community outreach, they need your help. 
Please drop off donations of flour, sugar, brown sugar, butter, Crisco and eggs at the 
church before the weekend of December 18th. They will be baking various times      
Friday, December 17, and Saturday, December 18,  and delivering cookies on         
December 19. Thank you for your continued support. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 Women’s Ministry will have their Christmas Party on Sunday       
December 12 at 2:00 pm. We will have a cookie swap, Yankee Swap and 
a program about traditions of Christmas. For the cookie swap, please 

bring three dozen cookies and a copy of the recipe. Also please RSVP to Shirley Hayes if 
you are coming so we will be able to plan the cookie swap. Containers will be provided. All 
women of the church are invited. Please come and be festive with us.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

 Due to Christmas Day falling on the fourth Saturday of December, 
there will be no Men’s Breakfast in December. The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be January 22, 2022 at 8:30 am. Make sure to mark your calendars. 
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   FAMILY NEWS PAGE 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:   
December 31 

Carolyn and Bob Baranowski 

   

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
 

Dec.    5 Sue Renaud  
   8 Dennis Chausse 
   9 Cheryl Nacewicz 
 12 Catherine Cabey  
  

  

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING  

              Christmas Offering Envelopes will be in the pew racks during the month of      
December for your over and above gifts to help close the 2021 budget deficit. Thank you in 

advance for your generosity. 

 

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2021 Church Directory. 
Office 782-2577) 
Week of:  

Dec.  5  Frances Cray 

   12 Nancy MacCallum  

   19 Doris Anderson 

   26  Mary Kilpatrick 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

 FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 
 

 

Family and friends of Nancy 
Thibodeau on the passing of her    
husband Earl on November 9. 

 

 

NEW ADDRESS  
 

Frances Cray 
Meadow’s Crossing   

305A Maple Street Rm. 332 
East Longmeadow, MA 01028 

 

        A THANK YOU NOTE  

    has been received from TABCOM (The 
American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts) 
Friends of Regional Ministries for our church’s 
ongoing financial support which helps them to 
serve our churches and our Baptist Camps, 
Grotonwood and Oceanwood.   

 

also The Gregg, Nacewicz and Norris family wishes to thank our 
wonderful church for helping to celebrate the 75th Anniversary 
of Phyllis and Donald Gregg.  Your visits, cards, calls, gifts,   
balloons, waves, honks and well-wishes were such a blessing--a 
day we'll never forget! 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

 

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 
Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse  
Tech Team   Bob Cabey,       
      Christina Cabey, Joanne Case, Julie Whittemore 
and Jeff Whittemore (Lead) 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
10:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

Merry Christmas from the Staff  

Pastor Chris          Joanne 

Cathy          Mike          Jeff 

Dennis 


