
THE L IFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH IN THE ACRES 

   DECEMBER 2020 ISSUE 12          

THE CHALLENGER 

SPECIAL POINTS OF  

INTEREST: 

• Retired Ministers and   
Missionaries Offering 

• Christmas Eve Worship 

• Words from our Pastor and 
Honorary Life Deacon 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
2 

RETIRED M INISTERS & 

M ISSIONARIES  

OFFERING /M ISSION 

OUTREACH NEWS 

 

3 

“THE B IRTH OF JESUS 

FORETOLD” DEACON 

ANDY KILPATRICK 

4 

FAMILY NEWS 5 

 

We Need a God Christmas 
 

 Here we are with Christmas upon us.  As I write this, Church Leader-

ship is working on how to have a Christmas Eve service.  It is going to be a 

different Christmas this year.  We are dealing with a pandemic that gets 

worse every day.  As Covid increases in the community I keep praying that 

God will keep us safe.  We are dealing with problems in our political system, 

and tough social and economic issues across the country.  It just seems that 

everything is a mess right now.   I am reminded of the famous lines from a 

book I tried reading when I was in seventh grade and I just couldn’t get into 

it… 
  “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the 

age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was 

the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of   

Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had    

everything before us, we had nothing before us…”  
 
  Yes, the opening lines of Charles Dicken’s classic A Tale of Two    

Cities took place during the French Revolution, but they sure could fit for  

today.  So how do I change my attitude?  How do I shake off this atmosphere 

of gloom?  I’ve got God’s answer:  Christmas hope! 
 The kind of Christmas we need is a “God Christmas”. You see, into 

this gloomy world, filled with hopelessness and despair, God sent the gift of a 

baby. A baby to break through with a message that penetrates the hopeless-

ness and gloom of humanity: 
 “ For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is 

Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward everyone.” 
 Have hope!  When you look at things from an eternity perspective, 

you see that things are never really as bad as they seem.  God is still on the 

throne…and Jesus is still the reason for the season.  Concentrate on that!  My 

prayer for you is that you find a God Christmas this year.  God is good…all 

the time, and His love endures forever! 
God bless you all, and I wish you a Merry Christmas.  It is good to be your 

pastor. 
In The Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 
Pastor Chris 
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December 20  Christmas Sunday 

 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Livestream 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Livestream 

 

 

 

 

7:00 p.m.  Family Christmas Eve Worship Livestream  

with Special Music  

 

 Luminaria Display and Candle Lighting  

    

 

 

 

 
 

     

  If you would like to order a poinsettia plant to adorn our sanctuary on Sunday, Dec. 
20, please fill out an order form (available at church or request one by email), and mail it, 
drop it off at the Church Office with your check made out to the Church in the Acres. You 
can also contact Cheryl Nacewicz at 782-7027 to order. 

 DEADLINE to order is Wednesday, December 9.  



RETIRED MINISTERS & MISSIONARIES  

OFFERING 2020 
 

“ G E NEROUS CONGREGATIONS ”  
      

 

 

 
 

   Each year, on the first Sunday of December, 
American Baptist congregations give to the Retired 
Ministers and Missionaries Offering.   

   Since RMMO began in 1977, it has helped     
provide much needed thank you checks to retired 
ministers, missionaries, their widowed spouses 
and families—those who have dedicated their lives 
to God’s service. 

   Retired ministers, missionaries and their         
widowed spouses often have limited resources    
to adequately plan for the future.  RMMO recipi-
ents have used their funds to pay for unexpected         
expenses or medical costs.  The death of a  
spouse or relocation can also cause retirees to  
find themselves far from the church family that 
once supported them. 

   We will collect this offering on December 6 
and the Diaconate has also earmarked the            
December Communion offering for RMMO. 

   Your generosity is an example of the thankful-
ness that flows from our abiding faith in God. 
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SNOW CANCELLATION  

INFORMATION 
 

     We are entering the New England winter season. 

    If you think a worship service or large event may 
be cancelled due  to a storm, please tune in to TV22 
or log on to WWLP.com or WGGB.com.              

    ABC40 and Fox 6 stations may list religious    
service closings on their website only, not on TV. 
 

NOTE: Small meeting and rehearsal cancellations 
will be handled by email and phone calls.   

• JANUARY CHALLENGER  ARTICLES:  

DECEMBER 15
 

 

 

• ANNUAL REPORTS FROM ALL       
OFFICERS, BOARD AND COMMITTEE 

CHAIRPERSONS AND PASTOR:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 During the Christmas Eve Service 
Livestream we are planning to light candles as 
has always been the tradition. We are asking 
that you drop off a candle to be a visual picture 
of our Church family together physically and in 
spirit. It will be lit during the Christmas Eve    
Service. As that portion of the service is going to 
be taped sometime prior to Christmas Eve, we 
ask that you drop off your candles as soon as 
possible. You may drop off one candle per    
family or one candle per family member. We  
also ask that you put your name on the bottom 
so you can get them back after the taping. Even 
though we will not be able to worship together 
physically, this should be a moving experience. 
Please be sure to tune in to our Facebook page 
to view the   service anytime after 7:00 pm on 
Christmas Eve.  

 

Buy your groceries with 
“Cash for Causes.”  

     The Church earns $5 for every $100 gift 
card you buy. Gift cards for Stop and Shop 
and Big Y are available in the Church office 
during regular office hours. 
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS FORETOLD 
 

 Do you ever get excited when you read the Bible? To me it’s so amazing and so wonderful when I 
read portions of Scripture in the Old Testament that foretell the coming of Jesus Christ hundreds of years 
before He was even born. As we read the entire Bible, we discover that there is one golden thread, one 
central theme, that binds it all together into one glorious message. It’s a message of God’s saving power 
to redeem and save fallen humanity.  
 The story begins in the book of Genesis where Adam and Eve are created in God’s image and are 
able to enjoy living in a most beautiful garden. But, sadly to say, there came a time when they fell from 
grace as they succumbed to the enticing words of the serpent, which was Satan in disguise. We all know 
what happened. They were cast out of the Garden, and became separated from God’s holy presence. 
That is how the story of mankind began. But wait! Shortly after the Fall of mankind we discover in Genesis 
3:15 these words: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” This is what is called the Pro-Evangel; the first 
proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Here it is declaring that Jesus will ultimately triumph over the 
forces of Satan, while Satan will have only limited power over Jesus. So that from the Book of Genesis all 
the way through to the final book in the New Testament we are led to see that Jesus has the divine power 
to redeem those who put their trust in Him, and He will also have the final word to destroy his arch enemy, 
Satan, in the end of time. 
 What is so remarkable about God’s Word is that the prophets were so inspired by the Holy Spirit 
that they were able to foretell future events, many of which were fulfilled in the life of Jesus. In Micah 5:2 
the prophet foretold that Jesus was to be born in the town of Bethlehem of Judea. In Psalm 22 we get a 
glimpse of Jesus’ crucifixion on the Cross. In Isaiah 9:6-7 we have this description of Jesus: “He will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his  
government and peace there will be no end.” The most complete revelation about the coming of Jesus 
can be found in Isaiah 53. The entire chapter is rich with meaning, but in verse five we read: “But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”  
 As we turn to the New Testament we read how that the angel Gabriel made this announcement to 
Mary that she had found favor with God and would give birth to a son and give him the name of Jesus. 
She was told that the Holy Spirit would come upon her, and the power of the Most High would overshad-
ow her so that the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God (Luke)”. As the Christmas Season 
approaches, we will read this story anew and sing songs to celebrate his holy birth. What joy that will be to 
each of us. But let us never forget that the time would eventually come when he would be crucified on a 
Cross, not for his own sins, but for the sins of all mankind. By his death he atoned for our sins, which 
means that we all might experience AT-ONE-MENT with God.  That is to say, we are redeemed, we are 
forgiven, we are set free from God’s wrath. 
 I think it is quite clear from this brief article that Jesus came to be the Savior of the world. In      
closing I would like to share the story of Jesus’ meeting with Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. He was certainly intrigued with Jesus’ teachings but also bewildered with the numerous  
miracles that Jesus performed. In response Jesus said: “Unless a man is born again, he can not see the 
kingdom of God.” This totally confused Nicodemus even more. Jesus then went on to say that “unless a 
man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” As the conversation continued 
Jesus referred to an OT story having to do with Moses. He said, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have 
eternal life.”  Jesus was speaking here of his impending crucifixion on a Cross, and then 
went on to declare the familiar words found in John 3:16. 

 

Your Friend in Christ,  Andy Kilpatrick 
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   FAMILY NEWS PAGE 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:   

December 31 

Carolyn and Bob Baranowski 

 

   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
 

Dec.    5 Sue Renaud  
   8 Dennis Chausse 
   9 Cheryl Nacewicz 
 12 Catherine Cabey  
  

  

Special Christmas Offering  

              Christmas Offering Envelopes will be in the pew racks during the month of      
December for your over and above gifts to help close the 2020 budget deficit. Thank you in 

advance for your generosity. 

 

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2020 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 

Week of:  

Dec.  6  Doris Murray 

   13 Nancy MacCallum  

   20 Doris Anderson 

   27 Frances Cray 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

 FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 
 

Sue Renaud, Mary Kilpatrick, 

Family and friends of Jean Rondeau 
(Leslie DeMaria’s mother) who passed 

away October 29  

 

 

NEW ADDRESS  

 
Nancy MacCallum 

244 Reeds Landing 
Springfield, MA 01109 

413-201-7215 

        A THANK YOU NOTE  

    has been received from TABCOM (The 
American Baptist Churches of Massachu-
setts) Friends of Regional Ministries for our 
church’s ongoing financial support which 

helps them to serve our churches and our Baptist Camps, 
Grotonwood and Oceanwood.   
also A note of thanks has been received from Young Life 
Springfield "for your support and prayers as we connect with 
kids the 2020 way!" 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

 

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 
Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse  
Tech Team   Bob Cabey,       
      Christina Cabey, Joanne Case, Jeff Whittemore 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

Merry Christmas from the Staff  

Pastor Chris          Joanne 

Cathy          Mike          Jeff 

Dennis 




