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Thankful for God’s Family 
 

 Thanksgiving is almost here.  It’s one of my favorite holidays.  

When I think about what I am thankful for, I think about how God has 

blessed me with family.  We are created to live in community with others.  

We are not meant to be alone.  That’s why God created Eve…so that Adam 

would not be alone.  As a Christian, our family and support systems are so 

much bigger than our immediate “blood” family.  For the Christian, family 

also includes all our Christian brothers and sisters AND our church family.   
The family of God includes all who have believed in God in the past, all 

who believe in the present, and all who will believe in the future. We are all 

a family because we have the same Father. Those who isolate themselves 

from God’s family or try to go it alone cut themselves off from a HUGE 

loving family.  God IS love, and I cannot imagine doing life without our 

loving God or without my Christian family! 
 
 Just like any other family we will have shared joys and shared tears 

… feelings get hurt, and relationships get healed. But we are bonded      

together by God’s adoption.  This Thanksgiving and every day, remember 

to pray for your family:  Your immediate family, your church family, and 

all of your Christian brothers and sisters everywhere.  It’s when we move 

past talking about God’s love to living out God’s love that we really begin 

to understand that love.   
 
 This Thanksgiving I pray, “Father, with lives that are firmly        

anchored in your love, help us, as your family, to catch a glimpse of that 

love, which otherwise would be beyond our ability to understand, so that 

we can apply your love to all of our relationships.  We pray for our hearts 

to be permeated by Christ, to be stamped by his character, to be clothed 

with him, to live in such a loving way that we show we are God’s family.” 
It is so good to be in God’s family with you!   
 
It is so good to be your pastor!  I love you all. 
 
In The Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 
Pastor Chris 
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UPDATE FROM THE MISSION 

FIELD 

     Our missionaries, Drs. Rick and Anita Gutierrez, 
continue their vital work in  Durban, South Afri-
ca.  They tell us that since the Coronavirus out-
break their work with their chicken ministry, health 
building ministry and fruit tree planting ministry 
have been even more important than ever.  The 
nation was under lockdown for many weeks and the 
need for people to grow their own food became 
more widespread as they were unable to shop and 
lost income.  They are working with nursing col-
leagues to produce a training program for Corona-
virus antibody testing.   

     Rick and Anita serve Jesus by developing ways 
to partner with people in South Africa and beyond 
for the Gospel of Jesus Christ while ministering to 
their health, nutritional, economic and spiritual 
needs.  Rick and Anita very much appreciate our 
church's financial and prayer commitment to their 
ministry and they hope to be able to come and 
share with us in person sometime between now 
and 2022. 

Email: gutierrez@internatonalministries.org 

Your Board of Mission Outreach 

 

 

 

 

 

RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES 

OFFERING 
 

      The roots of RMMO go back to the mid-
1930s, when American Baptist congregations    
received a special offering on the first Sunday of 
each month to support retired ministers, missionar-
ies, their  widowed spouses and elderly clergy   
within their churches.  In 1977, American Baptist 
Churches USA launched the Retired Ministers and 
Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to continue this    
appreciation of God’s service.   

     The offering supports those who have dedicated 
their lives to God’s service by providing emergency 
assistance in times of need and a thank you check  
at the end of each year.  We hope you will join us 
in honoring God’s committed servants. 

     We will collect this offering on December 6.  
More information will be available at church and 
special envelopes will be in the pew racks. The  
Diaconate has again designated the December 
Communion offering for RMMO. 

NOVEMBER "THANKS" GIVING 

Dear Church Family, 

     During this difficult year, we have all found "silver linings" in the form of God's blessings.  In response to that, 
and since we will not be worshiping together this Thanksgiving season, your Board of Mission Outreach would 
like to invite you to individually consider giving financially to a food pantry instead of bringing in canned goods or 
donations to the church.  Below are the mailing addresses and websites of wonderful organizations our church 
has supported in the past for your consideration: 

 

Community Survival Center 

240 Main Street 

Indian Orchard, MA  01151 

communitysurvivalcenter.org 

 

Open Pantry Community Services, Inc. 

P.O. Box 5127 

Springfield, MA  01101-5127 

openpantry.org 

Christina's House 
38 Madison Avenue 
Springfield, MA  01105 
christinashouse.org 
 

Feed My Starving Children 
401 93rd Avenue NW 
Coon Rapids, MI 55433 
fmsc.org  
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OUR AWESOME, ALL-POWERFUL GOD 
 

 We worship an awesome, all-powerful God, don’t we? The Bible says, “The heavens declare the glory of 

God, and the firmament shows forth his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). When we look up into the night sky we can  

behold God’s glory in all its splendor. As we explore the stories of God’s people in biblical times we can also    

discover how that many of them experienced God’s glory and God’s power in remarkable ways. 

 Do you remember the story of MOSES? At one point in his life, God chose to reveal himself to Moses in a 

most unusual way. As Moses was tending his father-in-laws’ flocks in a remote desert region, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in flames of fire from within a burning bush. As Moses approached the bush, God spoke to Moses 

and said to him, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” And then God began 

to identify himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. As he heard God speak to him, Moses hid his face 

because he was afraid to look at God.  By this time God had Moses’ complete attention, and he began to describe 

how he planned to rescue the Hebrew people from their bondage in Egypt, and to bring them into the land He had 

promised to the Patriarchs years before. And then God explained that He had chosen Moses to be the one to go to 

the Egyptian Pharaoh and force him to allow the Hebrew people to be set free. The story then proceeds showing 

forth God’s almighty power again and again. Moses at first stubbornly refused to go to the Pharaoh, but he relented 

once the Lord assured him that He would be with him and He would deliver the Hebrew people from their bondage 

in Egypt. We marvel at the power God displayed as he empowered Moses to accomplish such a marvelous        

deliverance for his people.  But it is also a vivid reminder that our awesome God has made a pledge to be with us 

and assist us today in the work of his eternal kingdom. 

 There is another story I’d like to share with you. It’s the story of the PROPHET ISAIAH as he was being 

commissioned by the Lord for his prophetic ministry. In the book that is named for him in chapter six we read 

these words, “In the year king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his 

robe filled the Temple.” Seraph angels were calling to one another, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty, the 

whole earth is full of his glory.” Isaiah then cried out, “Woe is me. I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, 

and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” Then a seraph angel came to him with a live coal in his hand 

which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched Isaiah’s mouth and said, “See, this has touched 

your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin is atoned for.” Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Whom shall I send? 

And who will go for us?” Then with a repentant heart, Isaiah cries out, “Here am I, send me.” Then the Lord 

charged Isaiah to go to his people as the Lord’s messenger urging the people to repent of their sinful ways. But, 

alas, we find that the people did hear his message, but stubbornly refused to heed that message. 

 We also need to remember that Isaiah’s call to prophetic service occurred “in the year that King Uzziah 

died.” That is most significant because this king was one of the best kings the people of Judah ever had.  He was a 

godly man and he reigned for 55 years. We sense that Uzziah had become Isaiah’s hero. But now the king was 

dead, and Isaiah must have felt overwhelmed with grief.  But it was in that dark hour that the Lord appeared to 

Isaiah, and it was in that dark hour that the Lord enabled him to become perhaps the greatest and most powerful of 

all the prophets.  With all this in mind we need to remember that we worship the same awesome and all-powerful 

God that Isaiah did.  We also need to remember that we live in an evil and secular world that has largely turned a 

deaf ear to God’s redemptive message. And, so God is asking us the same question that he asked Isaiah, “Whom 

shall I send? And who will go for us?” May God help us all to respond in the same way that Isaiah did, “Here 

am I. Send me!!!!!” 

 

Your friend in Christ,   

Andy Kilpatrick 



DEADLINE 

FOR  
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 15TH 
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SPRINGFIELD RESCUE MISSION 

MONTHLY SUPPERS 

 

 

 

 
 

     We prepare a meal and serve at the 
mission one Saturday each month.                           
The next one is November 7. 

     If you would like to join our team of 
cooks, servers, etc., please speak to 
Pastor Chris. 

    Another way you can help is with 
donations to cover the cost of the food 
each month.  Envelopes are at the info 
board in the Narthex, or write “Rescue 
Mission” on any envelope. 

 

Please                 

remember to wear 

your face mask and 

practice social      

distancing while you 

are in Church. If you want to talk with   

someone, please move  outdoors. We need 

to keep everyone safe. 

       

 

 

 
 

 

     If you would like to order a        

poinsettia plant to adorn our      

sanctuary on Sunday, Dec. 20, 

please fill out an order form (available 

soon from the church office) and mail 

it or drop it off in the Church Office 

drop-off mail slot with your check 

made out to the Church in the Acres.   

     Please plan to pick up your plant 

at the church any time after the 20th.  

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

 

 

 

 The Monday morning Bible Study is 

studying Max Lucado’s book “Life Lessons 

from Philippians”. Please contact Dianne 

or Dennis Badger if you would like a book 

or for more questions. 

 
Buy your groceries 

with “Cash for     
Causes.”  

     The Church earns $5 for every $100 
gift card you buy.   
     Gift cards for Stop and Shop and Big 
Y are available in the Church office     
during regular office hours or contact  
Julie Whittemore directly. 

Would you like to help the church, But 
you’re not sure how? 
 The Benefactor Projects Program 
is a list of items that would benefit the 
church, but can’t really afford at the     
present time, also known as the “Wish 
List”. 

 

 A copy of the booklet is available to borrow from 
the church office or a copy can be found in the church 
Narthex on the information desk.  If you prefer, a virtual 
copy can be sent to you through email. Just let Joanne 
know in the church office that you would like to obtain a 
copy. 
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   FAMILY NEWS PAGE 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO : 

 

  2 Phyllis and Donald Gregg =74th 

12 Dianne and Dennis Badger 

  

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
 
Nov.   1 Melissa Cabey  
   5 Susan Donoghue  
   6 Mary Kilpatrick  
 19 Jeffrey Tisdel   
 21  Gina Lewis 
 29  Rev. Chris Lister 

                        

 THANK YOU NOTES  

Have been received from  
            Friends of Regional Ministries for our donation. 
  Teen Challenge New England for our church's continued support, especially since 

the Coronavirus has impacted their income which is used "to break the chains of addiction, delivering 
help, freedom, and hope to the broken ... and changing lives for eternity!"  

  Young Life Springfield for our ongoing support of their efforts to introduce kids to 
Jesus Christ . 
 

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a 

prayer… 
(Addresses are in the 2020 Church 
Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  

  Nov.   1 Doris Murray  
  8 Nancy MacCallum 
 15  Frances Cray 
 22  Doris Anderson  
 29 Janet Potter 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 
 

Sue Renaud, Frances Cray, Karen 
Randall and Sumner Glazier.  

 

Family  and friends of Claire Mendoza 
who passed away October 14                  

and the family and friends of Joel 
Baird who passed away October 19. 

 

 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

 The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 
E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 
www.churchintheacres.org 

     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse 
Tech Team   Christina Cabey,        
         Bob Cabey, Joanne Case and Jeff Whittemore  

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, Articles should be e-
mailed, faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 
15th of each month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 


