
Election Woes? 
 We are getting closer and closer to the election.  I heard someone once 

say that voting is like riding a bus.  You know you are at point A and you want 

to go to point B.  There may not be a bus that goes directly from point A to 

point B, so you pick the one that gets you closest.   
 I would say that there never is a candidate who fits your ideals perfect-

ly.  So we often try to pick the candidate who is the “least bad”…at least that is 

what I usually do.  The thing is, no matter what a candidate’s platform is, we 

know that politicians often don’t live up to their campaign promises…

sometimes they can’t live up to them because of party opposition.  So, what are 

you to do?  I would suggest that you first: 
Ask God for wisdom. 
Ask God for discernment. 
Since not even the candidate has full control whether their promises will 

come to fruition, pray that God would give you vision to pick the candi-

date with the most integrity.  The one who is most honest.  The candi-

date who has the most fruit of the Spirit:  love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control.  This is 

the candidate who has the most potential to do the right thing in situa-

tions. 
      Then second: 
 Remember that no matter what happens, God is on the throne.   
 Often, our first instinct these days is to bemoan the fact that life is not 

fair. We wonder if God is really concerned with what is going on in our lives.  I 

want to assure you that no matter what happens in our lives, God IS in control 

even when it seems as though nothing could be further from the truth. 
 In Matthew 10:29–31 Jesus tells us, “Are not two sparrows sold for a 

penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But 

even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of 

more value than many sparrows.” 
 God cares about you.  God will never leave you or forsake you.  Satan 

wants you to look at the immediate perspective.  Our heavenly Father wants 

you to look at things from an eternal perspective.  When you look at things with 

an eternal perspective, all things work for the good for those who love Jesus.  
God has you in the palm of His hand.  That is what truly matters. 
 
It is so good to be your pastor! 
 

In The Lords service till the last fish is caught, <>< 
 

Pastor Chris  
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 When Ron first came to 
the Rescue Mission, it was   
located at 19 Bliss Street and it 
was serving 18,000 meals per 
year to the homeless. Seeing 
the need to expand services to 
include men, women, children, 
disabled and elderly individuals, 
Ron worked to build a staff, 
gain donors, volunteers and 
community support to address 
greater services and continue 

the 129 year Rescue Mission legacy of providing 
hope, help and healing to the least, the last and 
the lost of the Greater Springfield    Area. 

 Ron's vision, leadership and outreach to 
hurting people has led to implementing numerous 
programs (free of charge) for the homeless,      
addicted and poor in areas of education,           
vocational and life skills, and biblical counseling 
programs, which continue today. These programs 
include: Operation Sonshine, Food Services 
(542,000 meals per year), the Learning Center, 
the Give-Away Center (109,000 items per year), 
Emergency Shelter (18,000 beds per year), and 
the Men's New Life Program. These outreach   
ministries to the less fortunate continue to grow 
and thrive as Ron prepares to retire October 16, 
2020. 

 

"This was a journey I would not have wanted to 

miss." 

- Ron Willoughby 

Please join us in thanking Ron and Cathie for their 

years of service and commitment to God and the 

Springfield homeless popula�on.  

 

 

 

 

November  
Challenger deadline 

is October 15th 

Buy your groceries with “Cash for Causes.”  

     The Church earns $5 for every $100 gift card 
you buy.   

     Gift cards for Stop and Shop and Big Y are 
now available between the services from Julie 
Whittemore and in the Church office during    
regular office hours.   

     Everyone has to eat so please remember to 
buy your gift cards from the church and we all 
benefit. 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE 

STUDY 

     The Tuesday morning Bible 
Study is changing. Please watch 

the weekly challenge for details. 
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2020 WORLD MISSION OFFERING 
"I Once Was Blind But Now I See" 

Mark 8:22-26 

 
     The story of Jesus healing the man at Bethsaida reminds us that genuine 
transformation often happens over time rather than in an instant.  Just as it took 

both an initial and then a second touch from Jesus to restore the blind man’s sight fully, making disciples of Jesus 
involves both leading persons to an initial commitment to Christ and ongoing formation in the way of following Jesus. 
 
     International Ministries’ global servants, staff, and volunteers work cross-culturally to invite people to become dis-
ciples of Jesus. This involves leading individuals toward making an initial life commitment to Christ, and then sup-
porting the ongoing transformation of individuals and communities by “proclaiming through word and deed God’s 
reign of justice, peace, and abundant life for all creation.” IM’s ministries touch whole persons and whole communi-
ties, engaging body and spirit, toward the wholeness that comes from fullness of life in Christ.  Your support of IM in 
prayer and giving makes possible amazing transformative work around the globe. 
 
     Please give to the World Mission Offering any time during October (mark your check or envelope clearly 
"WMO").  And remember to pray for our missionaries (global servants). 
 
Your Board of Mission Outreach 
 

  

"UNDIE SUNDAY" 

Springfield Rescue Mission 

 

     All during October we are invited to  
donate NEW underwear, socks and      
t-shirts for men, women and children in 
need.  Place items in the purple bin in 
the Lobby and we will take them to the 
Rescue Mission for distribution. 
 

 
 

 

MONTHLY SUPPERS 
 

We prepare a meal and serve at the mission one 
Saturday each month.       

The next one is October 3. 

If you would like to join our team of cooks, servers, 
etc., please speak to Pastor Chris. 

 Another way you can help is with donations to 
cover the cost of the food each month.   

Envelopes are at the info board in the Narthex. 

 The Board of Mission Outreach would like to thank the Church in the Acres 
family for continuing to be a "Mission Minded Church".  Even through this difficult 
season you have continued to support important international, national and local   
ministries.  In June your gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering for world  
relief totaled $207.  Your donations of toiletries for the Hope Totes campaign and 
school supplies for the Backpack drive have been delivered to the Springfield      
Rescue Mission for distribution, and your food donations will be taken to a local food 
pantry.  A small core team has joyfully resumed preparing and serving monthly 
meals to the men in the program at the Rescue Mission, and they are very            
appreciative.  May God bless you for your continued giving, which also supports   
other local ministries as well as our denominational outreach. 



THE TEACHINGS OF THE APOSTLES 
 

 Back in the days when the Christian Church was in its infancy, there was a great need for the    

Apostles to give some instruction and reliable teaching to the growing numbers of converts to the Christian 

faith. Those were challenging and critical days for the Christian Church lest the believers succumb to all 

kinds of false teachings that could threaten its very existence. To me it’s incredible to think that when I pick 

up my Bible I have the amazing opportunity to read words that were written by the Apostle Peter, the  

Apostle John, the Apostle Paul, the Gospel writers, and some others as well. These all had first hand contact 

with Jesus Christ and had the opportunity to hear Jesus speak and to observe his resurrection from the dead. 

There is so much I would like to share with you on this topic, but perhaps I can whet your appetite with just 

a few significant teachings. 

 First of all, the Apostle Paul has given us some important teachings regarding the important topic of 

our salvation. There is one passage that I find very helpful. In Ephesians 2:8-9 Paul states, “For by grace are 

you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God lest anyone should boast.” We need 

to notice that our salvation is totally the work of God’s grace. Our salvation is a gift from Almighty God. 

No one can earn their salvation. That was true then, and that is true for our day as well. However, please 

notice the very next verse. Paul states, ‘For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 

works which God has ordained that we should do them.”  In other words, God not only saves us, but He  

inspires us and enables us to do his work here on this earth. Each and every believer is given special gifts 

and talents – some to teach, some to encourage, some to love, some to help, some to evangelize, some to 

pastor, and all of us to pray. 

 Second, I would like to share an important message that the Apostle Peter sent to Christians who 

were facing a great amount of opposition and persecution. Peter was a powerful figure in the Christian  

community, and the new converts needed someone like Peter to support them and inspire them to remain 

faithful to Jesus Christ. Peter once declared to these believers, “Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (I Peter 3:15). Now that is a big   

challenge for most Christians, but if we do know Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, and realize that He 

does live in our hearts by faith, He will enable us to explain what being a Christian is all about. I had a 

member in one of my churches some years ago who lived on a 30 acre farm, had 12 children, lived a simple 

life, and never had a vacation. Someone asked her how she could be so content with her life, and she       

replied, “I lived the life God gave me and made the very best of it. I was grateful every day for what I had. I 

didn’t need more. I am ready to go anytime He takes me. I belong to God. That’s all I ever needed.” She 

was asked, “Do you believe in Heaven?” To which she replied, “That’s home.” May it be that we all have 

that same kind of conviction and assurance. 

 Third, I want to share one final thought that I feel is so crucial to us all. This has to do with the     

divine inspiration of God’s Word. Paul once wrote a letter to his young friend, Timothy, these words, “All 

Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteous-

ness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (II Tim. 3:16). It is so     

important that we have this confidence that the Bible is God’s Word. For the fact is that just as the Holy 

Spirit has inspired the Bible, we can also know that the Holy Spirit will help us to understand it’s teachings. 

Marc Twain once said, “I may not understand all of the Bible, but the part I do understand is what bothers 

me the most.” But I can assure you, dear friends, that this Book will enrich your lives, 

and help you to grow spiritually and prepare you for eternity. 

Your Friend in Christ, 

Rev. Andy Kilpatrick 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 

October 

 2 Helen and Warren Christensen 

 2 Cheryl and Stephen Nacewicz 

 6  Eileen and Dennis Chausse 

16 Theresa and Nick Albano 

28 Laura and Tony Andruss  

   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
 

October   

   9 John Ferris  

 14 Shirley Hayes 

 16 Phyllis Gregg  

 21 Stephen Nacewicz  

  

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

 
 (Addresses are in the 2020 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  
 
   Oct.  4 Claire Mendoza 
          11 Nancy MacCallum 
 18 Frances Cray 
 25 Doris Anderson 
  

 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 
 

Sue Renaud, Keith Giovaninni, Dan Bamford, 

Rev. Dr. Tony Campolo, and Sumner Glazier 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

      
  has been received from Friends of Regional   
       Ministries for our donation. 

    The family and friends of Julie 
Alston who passed away       
September 11. 

    

Helen and Warren Christensen 
and family on the passing of 
their son Dale on September 13.  



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

 The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse 
Tech Team   Bob Cabey, 
Christina Cabey, Joanne Case and Jeff Whittemore 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

Steve getting the job done. 

 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 


