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 In The Blink of An Eye 
 Ecclesiastes 3 Reminds us “To everything there is a season,  A time for 

every purpose under heaven.”   Tuesday September 22 is the first day of Fall.  

A new season.  I don’t know about you, but I need a new season.  Not just a 

new season of the year, but a new season of life.  Don’t we all need a new  

season for our lives?  I’m tired of the social distancing and not being able to 

meet as a church family.  But hey, folks!  Take heart!  We are getting through 

this, and with each passing day, and each passing season, we are closer to the 

end of this pandemic.   
 My mother loves to say, “this too shall pass.”  I like to remind myself 

that she is right about this! 
 The change in seasons reminds me that God can change our “season” 

at any time.  We serve an all-powerful God who can change our circumstances 

as quickly as I can blink my eyes.  One minute you are in a trial, and the next 

minute you have a testimony.  One minute you are in a mess, and the next mi-

nute you have a message.  God’s Word shows us that God can turn the tables 

and change things pretty drastically: 
One minute the man was 100 and childless; the next he was the father of 

nations. 
One minute he was on a stinky ark filled with all the animals, and the next 

he was welcoming home the dove. 
One minute they were wandering in the wilderness, and the next minute 

they crossed the river into the Promised Land. 
One minute he was a young shepherd boy slinging a rock at a giant, and 

the next minute he was a great king! 
One minute Jesus was nailed dead on a cross.  It was Friday, but Sunday’s 

coming! 
One minute Mary’s crying her eyes out because her son Jesus is dead.  It 

was Friday, but Sunday’s coming! 
One minute the disciples are running around like sheep without a shep-

herd.  It was Friday, but Sunday’s coming! 
 Thank you Uncle Tony Campolo for reminding me that today it’s    

Friday… People are saying “as things have been so they shall be – you can’t 

change anything in this world.”  
 Yes, it’s Friday… Satan’s doing a jig saying, “I control the whole 

world. I’ve got them under the Covid panic!.”  But guess what 

folks?  God’s Got this!  It’s only Friday; Sunday’s coming! 
 

Its good to be your pastor! 
In the Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 
Pastor Chris 
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                    Virtual Home Coming 
 

                                      Virtual Home Coming for Church in       
 the Acres will be September 12 through    

   Sunday September 20. We will be hosting 
 an in person movie night outside on the front 
lawn Saturday September 12 at 6:30 pm –movie at 7:15. The 

movie will be “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat”. Bring your lawn chairs (Church will provide also) 

sit in your family group and there is plenty of room for safe  
social distances. During Sunday service we will be doing 

blessing of the Chromebook and backpack. Tuesday morning 
Bible Study will start remotely (hoping to do a few outside 
when the weather cools down) Saturday September 19the 

Women’s Ministry will meet  virtually for a business meeting 
and a devotional about a  Virtuous Women. Sunday          

September 20 is National Back to Church Sunday, so we will 
be doing ours virtually. Recorded Children’s Stories will start 

on September 13, so make sure the kids watch the live  
broadcast. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

     The Church Office is back on Regular 
Hours:  

 Open Mondays from 9—12 noon 
(except for a few vacation days and Monday    

holidays) 

Open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays  

9—12 & 1—3 

 Sunday School will start the 
week of September 20. It will all be 
done remotely. Until it is safe to meet 
again, every month each family will be 
sent a large envelope, custom made 
for them. There be a lesson to read 

and age appropriate things to do. As things go on 
there may be some adult resources in that      
packet. The month long lessons will have the 
same Bible story and theme, so older siblings can 
help younger ones. Please feel free to do them    
whenever time permits. The Children’s story on 
Sunday will go along with the theme. 

 The Women’s Ministry 
will have a meeting on Satur-
day September 19 at 10:30 
am. It will be a virtual type to 
be   decided. A business 

meeting to pick a month to hostess and discuss 
other      interests for the coming year. We are 
hoping for an actual physical Fall Tea in         
October, but that will depend on Covid numbers 
and people’s   feeling of comfort. The September 
devotional will be “How to be a Virtuous Woman” 
Proverbs 31. The  program will be about a    
company started by a woman, run by women, for 
women based on Proverbs 31. The company is 
called 31 and their charity helps women with 
women’s issues. Watch for further information in 
the Weekly challenge or Facebook 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group 

 Youth group will be starting up during 
Homecoming Week on Friday September 18. 
There will be an outdoor meeting (social       
distancing) with some fun games and planning 
for the year. Watch the weekly challenge for 
more specific times and details. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

 Tuesday morning Bible 
study will start Tuesday September 
15 at 10:30am. We will start virtual-
ly, hoping that we could meet outside a few times 
when the weather cools down and before the 
snow flies. We will be starting with “Life Lessons 
from Philippians” by Max Lucado. Philippians is 
supposed to be the happiest book in the Bible, 
so come and join us. We can all use some    
happy. Dianne and Dennis Badger have a few 
copies or Morning Star Christian bookstore in 
West Springfield carries the book. Watch Weekly 
Challenge for updates. 
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OUR DIVINE COMFORTER 
 

 Many people appreciate having a comforter on their bed. There is certainly a sense of comfort and security 

and warmth that comes to people as they rest under their comforter. It feels good! It protects them from the cold. It 

provides a hiding place, as it were, from the world about them. I’d like to use this illustration of a comforter on 

one’s bed and apply it to our Divine Comforter, a term which is quite frequently used in Scripture. 

 For one thing, we are encouraged in I Peter 5:7 to cast our cares and worries and problems on the Lord. 

This is one of my favorite Bible verses. God is my Comforter. When I come to Him, I am comforted. He gives me 

a sense of peace and assurance knowing that He is always with me. I recently had some cancer tissue removed from 

my left ear, and it was quite painful and uncomfortable to say the least. Later when Theresa Albano and then Pastor 

Chris prayed for me, and later when our young friend, Bella, referred to those prayers as “feel better hugs”, it was 

very comforting to have others surround me with their thoughts and prayers. 

 Here's another thought. Sometimes when we do something bad, or perhaps we yell at someone or say 

something really bad. Or maybe we hold a grudge against someone, maybe for years, and can’t find a way to for-

give that person. It is at such a time that we need to allow the DIVINE COMFORTER to help us to say “I’m sor-

ry”, or “I forgive you”, or “Lord, help me to make things right.” For many years in my personal devotions I would 

study Bible passages of Scripture until God would begin speaking to my heart. At such times I would then end by 

praying to the Lord and confessing my sins to Him. To me it’s a humbling thing to enter God’s presence, but I be-

lieve it is the only way to find forgiveness and peace of heart. It is only then that we can find God’s comfort. 

 Another great need we have in life is to experience God’s comfort in times of deepest sorrow. Let me share 

with you the words written by the Apostle Paul on this important subject: “Praise be to the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and the Father of compassion, and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our trou-

bles” (II Corinthians 1:3-4). This word ‘comfort’ actually is a combination of two words: ‘com’ means with, and 

‘fort’ means strength. When God comforts us, He does it with his divine power and strength. Throughout the 40 

years of my pastoral ministry I conducted 271 funerals, and for each service I always tried to help those who 

mourned by focusing upon God’s great comfort and compassion for them. It goes without saying that it’s never 

easy for any of us as we grieve the loss of a loved one or close friend. Those are times of deep emotion and sorrow, 

but it’s always wonderful to know that the God we worship is always with us to comfort us and to console us with 

His great love and mercy. 

 Whenever I think about being comforted by God, I often recall the experience I had way back as an 18 year 

old. That was the time when I had just graduated from Fitchburg High School and had enlisted in the US Navy. 

That was back in 1944, and our country was then engaged in the War with Germany as well as with the War with 

Japan. Everyone who lived at that time can remember those days very vividly. As a Navy recruit I was shipped to 

Sampson Naval Base in western New York for training. On that day I became a man. We were stripped down to 

our shorts. We were given several shots. We soon became skin heads. We exchanged our civies for GI clothes.  

This was my first day away from home. I was scared. I couldn’t go to my mother for help. Do you know what I 

did? I kept repeating Psalm 23 again and again. “The Lord is MY SHEPHERD, I shall not want….”  Suddenly 

those words took on new meaning. He was MY shepherd, and I turned to Him instinctively. And I was so glad then 

that I had received Christian training in my growing up years, for now I began to understand how much I really 

needed a Divine Comforter. 

 It would be my hope and prayer that each and every one of us will learn this most fundamental lesson, that 

we do need a DIVINE COMFORTER. We need a personal relationship with the Lord so that He can minister to us 

and comfort us and help us in all of life’s experiences. We do need Him, today and always. 

 

Your Friend in Christ,   Rev. Andy Kilpatrick 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 

Jenn and David Bamford  9-16-01 

Bev and Jeff Tisdel  9-24-77  

Teresa and Chris Montemayor

                     9-29-90 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
  

Sept.   3 Linda Labbe 
 11 Bruce Williams  
 12 Janet Potter  
 12 Lori Reese  
 17 Christina Cabey 
 20 Melanie Nacewicz  
 28  Eileen Chausse 

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2018 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 

Week of:  
  Sept.  6 Claire Mendoza  
 

  13 Nancy MacCallum 
 

  20 Frances Cray 
 

  27  Doris Anderson 
   

    

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 

Allen Hayden, Keith Giovaninni, Sue 
Renaud, and Sumner Glazier (Julie 

Whittemore’s father)  

 

 
Have been received from: Friends of Regional Ministries for our donation. 

 

     The Gregg, Nacewicz and Norris family want to express our sincerest gratitude to our dear 
friends at Church in the Acres for all of your support over the past several months following 
Phyllis' injury and surgery just before Thanksgiving.  All throughout her recovery and all the 
challenges it has presented for our family, we have felt your love in so many ways:  visits, 
calls, cards, prayers, gifts, carolers, food, flower and plant deliveries, and even a personal 
poetry reading.  Even with all the difficulties the pandemic has caused, we have continued to 
be blessed by your caring.  Phyllis is doing wonderfully, and we thank you all so much.   

To the family of Philip Gay who 
passed away August 14.  

To Theresa Albano and family on 
the death of her brother Jeremiah 
Coughlin on August 15. 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres. Articles should be e-
mailed, faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th 
of each month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
10:45—11:30 *Sunday School Classes for all ages  (*Fellowship Time on the first Sunday of the month) 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
Facebook.com/churchintheacres 

 

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse 
Tech Team   Joanne Case,      
                               Jeff Whittemore and John Ferris 




