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Summer Fruit 
 

 What’s your favorite fruit? Blueberries?  Strawberries? Peaches?  We 

are now in the heat of summertime, and the fruit is starting to taste so much 

different than it did when we bought it last January.  Isn’t fruit so much better 

tasting when it is just picked and in season?  

  I am really not sure what my favorite fruit is, but asking this question 

reminded me of something that I heard recently.  Did you know that botanical-

ly, and according to science, tomatoes are fruits?  By definition, all fruits have 

a seed or many seeds inside and grow from the flower of a plant.  Like other 

true fruits, tomatoes form from small yellow flowers on the vine and naturally 

contain a multitude of seeds. These seeds can later be harvested and used to 

produce more tomato plants. 

 So, if tomatoes are fruit, I cannot think of one fruit that is a better ex-

ample of its flavor being better when that fruit is in season.  Growing up in the 

Philadelphia area, we lived right across the Delaware river from southern New 

Jersey.  There is a reason why New Jersey is known as “The Garden State”, 

and in the summer time, some of the sweetest most delicious tomatoes in the 

world come from Jersey!  They taste like a completely different “fruit” from 

what is in the stores the rest of the year. 

 So where am I going with this?  Well…fruit is not always in season… 

 There is, however, one fruit that is always in season. It’s not a fruit that 

you eat but is one that everyone ought to enjoy—the fruit of the Spirit: love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-
control.  Think about this type of fruit.  Remember how delicious sweet fruit 

is…and think about passing some sweet fruit of the Spirit to those around you.  

Spread a little love!  Spread a little joy!  Right about now, considering all the 

rough things going on in our society today, people could use a season of sweet 

fruit.  Pass it on ! 

It’s so good to be your pastor! 

Stay safe! 

In the Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 

Pastor Chris 
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THE CALL TO BE PEACEMAKERS 
 

 We at Church In The Acres, along with 1000’s of other churches across our country, believe that the God 

we worship is a loving and gracious God and loves everybody. The Bible teaches us that “God so loved the world 

(that includes everybody) that He gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but 

have everlasting life” (John 3:16). When I was a young boy in Sunday School I loved to sing songs like, “Jesus 

loves the little children, all the children of the world, red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in his 

sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.” Another favorite was “Jesus loves me, this I know, because the 

Bible tells me so.” These songs, and others, made a profound impression upon me, and have helped me to realize 

that if God loves red and yellow, black and white people, then I, too, must learn to love all people regardless of the 

color of their skin. 

 In Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount as found in Matthew 5-7 he began by laying down the basic     

precepts of a godly life, which we now refer to as the Beatitudes. These god-like principles as listed by Jesus    

include humility, repentance, meekness, a hunger for righteousness, being merciful, purity of heart, and a desire to 

be a peacemaker. Each and every one of these godly traits is so essential and so indispensable for those who have 

a desire to seek peace and reconciliation with other people, regardless of the problems involved. Let us also      

remember that Jesus included one more Beatitude where he stated, “Blessed are they which are persecuted for 

righteousness sake” (Mt. 5:10).  We need to remember that there are always many people who walk to the beat of 

another drummer and resent the ways of the godly and the teachings of Jesus. Being a peacemaker will never be 

easy, as Jesus himself found out during the three years of his ministry. 

 Let me ask you this question: Is it easy to love everybody? My hunch is that we all find it quite easy to 

love some people, family and close friends, but find it quite difficult to love others who may seem to be offensive 

or hostile. One of the major issues facing our country right now, of course, is the racial issue. In fact, it is a     

problem that has lingered here for some 400 years, ever since slave owners brought slaves to these shores to      

provide them with cheap labor.  Even though President Abraham Lincoln signed into law the Emancipation     

Proclamation back in August 1, 1863 freeing all slaves, their plight has changed but little. We hear on the news 

time after time of colored people who suffer harassment, humiliation, disrespect, lynching, and murder. I can     

recall reading the book, Black Like Me, years ago.  The author was a white man, but he decided to blacken his 

skin so that he could find out for himself what it was like to experience the humiliation and the harassment of    

colored people.  Needless to say, he learned a lot from that experiment. 

 We’re all familiar with the name of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., for he was the leader of the NAACP 

(National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) for many years, and it was his goal to promote the 

cause of racial justice for all black people here in this country. He made the headlines all across America on     

August 28, 1963 when he preached his famous ‘I’ve Got A Dream’ speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in 

Washington, D.C.  Millions of people heard that speech that day, and it stirred the hearts of people so deeply that 

many hoped that finally black people might now be set free at last.  Alas, just 5 years later, Dr. King was killed by 

an assassins’ bullet and his dream remains unfulfilled. 

 An uncle of mine, who was a college philosophy professor, once stated that what the world needs is a 

“Love Bomb”.  Even better, I feel that what the world needs is for all Christians to be filled with the power of 

God’s Spirit to such a degree that we are able to love everyone. It seems to me that Jesus once instructed us to love 

our enemies and to do good to those who despitefully treat us (Mt 5:44). I know it sounds   

impossible, but with God, all things are possible. Let’s ask our heavenly Father to be filled 

with his divine LOVE, now! 

 

Your Friend in Christ,     Andy Kilpatrick 
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     In the summer, we offer an           
invitation to  anyone who would 
like to share your musical gift 
on a Sunday at our 9:30 a.m. 
service.    

     Please speak to our Director of Music, Cathy 
Berry, or call the church office to make arrange-
ments to come in and tape your musical gift. We 
welcome solos, duets, trios, instrumentals...   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth News 

(The following article was submitted prior to 
the decision to close Grotonwood  due to the 
state moving overnight camps to Phase 4 five 
days before they planned to open. Kaizer will 
now be home for the summer.) 
 
 On June 19, 2020, after much worry 
about whether camp would be allowed to 
open, Kaizermaximus Lopez will leave for the 
summer to be on staff at Grotonwood. Kaizer 
has attended Grotonwood as a camper for the 
past 9 years. He is the 5th generation of his 
family to attend or work at Grotonwood over 
the past 60+ years. His great-great grand-
mother attended a camp for seniors and his 
great grandmother was a counselor. His 
grandfather helped clear the land before the 
camp was really a camp and his grandmother 
was a camper, CIT, counselor and waterfront 
staff. His mother had her 9th birthday on the 
pontoon boat with Ed Guerard cooking burgers 
for supper. His uncle was a camper and his 
older cousins were campers and waterfront 
staff. Kaizer’s two sisters, Neveah and Zykora 
are also campers. Have a wonderful summer 
Kaizer.  
 Kaizer will be a senior in high school 
next year at White Oak School in Westfield. 
Kaizer is active in youth group (when winter 
sports don’t interfere) and a member of our 
Senior High Sunday School class. He helped 
clean the church courtyard/garden last year 
and made and delivered the 50 dozen Christ-
mas cookies  this year. He is always a help for 
set-up and clean up for the Family Pot Luck 
Suppers. Our church is very lucky to have 
such a wonderful youth in our church. God 
bless you Kaizemaximus. 

 
 
 
 
Recently we learned that the Big E has been 
cancelled for this year. As you all know, the 
church has worked at the Cold Hollow Cider 
Mill and earned money towards our budget. 
Without this money we need to support the oth-
er fundraiser we have. Please support the Cash 
for Causes Gift Card program. Please call the 
church office to make arrangements to pick up 
a card or we can mail a card to you.  We need 
your support. Thank You   

Livestream Services 

We are continuing to 
livestream both services 

with the Traditional      
service at 9:30 am and 

Contemporary service at 
11:30 am. Please plan to 

join online to view one or both services.     
Invite friends and family to watch. Click on 
the “Videos” button to watch at a later time.  



 

 
 
 

     The Springfield Rescue Mission is hosting a Backpack Drive! 
 Please help support our local K-8 students in-need by donating new backpacks and school supplies 
to the Springfield Rescue Mission. 
 Your donations will help the children of families visiting our Give Away Center feel prepared and 
confident starting this new school year.  

    Backpacks 
    Glue sticks 
    Calculators 
    Pencils/Pens 
    Pencil Cases 
    Sharpeners 
    Erasers 

    Highlighters  

 
Please drop off any donations either to the church or directly to the Rescue Mission  

10 Mill Street, Springfield, MA   
Monday-Sunday 8am to 8pm 

Now through August 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, 
is pleased to offer a preventive health event at Church In the Acres Baptist on 8/31/2020.  Five 
screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries 
which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aor-
ta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrilla-
tion or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for 
men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which 
includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount).  
All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  There are three ways to register for this 
event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call toll-free 
1-888-653-6441 or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle 
to 797979 
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Plastic Rulers 
Colored Pencils 
Crayons & Markers 
Notebooks & Paper 
Binders & Folders 
Tissue Packs 
Wet Wipes 
Hand Sanitizers  



PAGE 5 ISSUE 8         

   FAMILY NEWS PAGE 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 
Aug. 8  Katharine and Dan Champagne  
Aug. 18 Leslie and John DeMaria  
Aug. 19 Gina and John Lewis  

   

 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:    
 
Aug  
   4 Al Towne 
 10 Theresa Albano  
 10 Emma Howard  
 12 Frances Cray  
 16 John Lewis 
 17 Lia Collazo 
 17 Nevaeh Lopez 
 18 Barbara Greene 
 22 Joanne Case  
 25 Claire Mendoza  
 29 Mike Giovaninni  
 30 Doris Anderson 
 30 Leslie DeMaria 

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2020 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 

Week of:  
 

  
August 4 Nancy MacCallum 
   11  Frances Cray 
   18 Doris Murray 
   25 Doris Anderson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN: TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 
AND THURSDAY  
9—12 AND 1—3 

 

CLOSED:  FRIDAY THROUGH MONDAY, 
AND SOME VACATION DAYS  

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND 

HEALING: 
 

Keith Giovaninni, Philip 
Gay, Karen Randall and 

Sumner Glazier (Julie Whit-
temore’s father)                      

SEPTEMBER 
CHALLENGER 

DEADLINE  
AUGUST 15 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

SUMMER Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse 
Tech Team   Joanne Case,
                                    Jeff Whittemore and John Ferris 

 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres.  Articles should be       
e-mailed, faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 
15th of each month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  Service Livestream 
11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service Livestream 




