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You’re Not Alone ! 
  

 When I think “June” I think “Dads and grads”.   

 Dads – In “tool speak”, we men are called to be made either strong 

enough for commercial use or good enough for residential purposes. Out in 

the world we are expected to be tough, made to last… competitive and     

impactful. Back at home, the essentials are gentleness, loving, caring and 

sensitive. So, you can see how we often become confused in our functions. 

On one hand, in order for men to survive at their jobs they must push for 

excellence, focus on results and drive towards advancements. On the other 

hand, at home our families yearn for our attention, demand for our time, and 

depend on our leadership.  It’s tough to be a man, and this COVID thing 

doesn’t make it any easier! 

 Grads - You did it. You graduated. And the church celebrates your 

accomplishments. In reality, church did very little to help get you to where 

you are today. Whether your association with church is 21 years, 18 years or 

just a short 2 years, church has been modest in making who you have       

become and what you have accomplished. The people at church also did 

very little to impact you. They encouraged you, yes. They modeled to you, 

yes. But to shape you into having a will to succeed as you have and to finish 

the course as you did, we have very little to do with it.  Let me clarify this! 

 For both dads and grads, it is God who helps you balance your life 

and get you through the day, and to the next chapter in life.  The Apostle 

Paul tells us that it is God who helps you run the race.  God helps you cross 

the finish line…whatever that finish line may be, in the stage of life you are 

in.  

 Philippians 3:3 declares that “We who serve God by His Spirit boast 

in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.” In other words, we couldn’t   

carry this off by our own efforts, and we know it.  Dads and 

grads, you never do it alone!  Nor will you ever be alone in your 

pursuit of the future. God was there and God will always be there.  

Remember that!  It’s a message too for all of us! 

It’s good to be your pastor!  I love you all! 

In The Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 

Pastor Chris 



            SING THIS SUMMER 

 

    During the summer months, the 
Choir and the Handbell Choir take a 
break.  So, in the summer, we offer 
an invitation to anyone who would 
like to share your musical gift on a 
Sunday at our 9:30 a.m. service.    

    Please speak to our Director of Music, Cathy 
Berry. Call the church office for open dates.   

    We welcome solos, duets, trios, instrumentals ...   
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Hope 

 From Melanie Nacewicz  

I planted my gardens a little early this year. This 
is risky, since the New England rule of thumb is 
that plants are safe from the frost after Memorial 
Day, but I just found myself needing a little more 
color right now. I come from a long line of gar-
deners and farmers so I know what the risks are, 
but I have hope. Really, gardening as a whole is 
an act of hope. You take care to gently remove 
the tender little plant from the packaging, tuck it 
in safely to the ground, fertilize, water, and hope 
the sun and soil help it grow. You make sure to 
water it when the rain doesn’t come. You fence it 
in when the hungry rabbits come around.  You 
try to protect this soft little plant so it can grow 
big and strong and beautiful.  The truth is, the 
animals might eat it just before it blooms, the 
beetles might eat the leaves before it even has a 
chance to grow, or it might be so hot and dry you 
can’t keep up with the watering. You might feel 
like you’re wasting your time and energy trying 
to outsmart nature, or feel like you have to have 
a strategy to combat everything that might come 
along, so nothing can ruin all the work you did.  
Sounds stressful doesn’t it? That’s where hope 
comes in. You do what you can to give this little 
plant the best chance to grow and thrive. Then 
you just hope it blooms. I have hope in nature, 
just as I have hope in God. God wants us to 
grow and thrive. He doesn’t want us to stress 
about trying to control everything around us. He 
protects our hearts, He gives us the Spirit and 
the Word to water our souls. He wants us to be 
examples of love and hope and light and beauty, 
just as that tender blossom is. When it feels like 
everything is scary and uncertain, trust in the 
Master Gardener, in His protection and love, and 
His plan for your life. He won’t fail you, so don’t 
feel like you’re a burden or like you should be 
able to control everything in your life on your 
own, lean on Him and He will give you hope. 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 Dear Church Family, 
   

 Each June our church participates in the annual One Great Hour of Sharing Offering, which is used 
to help with disaster relief at home and around the world. 
 
 This year, as the United States and the globe deal with the death and devastation wrought by the      
coronavirus, American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) and International Ministries (IM), seek 
One Great Hour of Sharing COVID emergency support to help families, churches and communities find 
relief and recovery across the United States, Puerto Rico and countries around the world. 

 The OGHS COVID RESPONSE is a two-part appeal: one part for relief across the United States 
and Puerto Rico; the second part for international relief. 

 Funds raised for relief across the United States and Puerto Rico will be utilized by ABHMS as part 
of an emergency strategic plan—COVID RECOVERY: Renewing Hope and Service—currently being     
developed to address the far-reaching needs created by the current pandemic. Moreover, OGHS           
contributions will support American Baptist regions and churches dealing with current challenges and those 
in the weeks and years ahead. 

 Specifically, donations will assist with immediate needs, such as unemployment or loss of income, 
housing,     hunger and access to healthcare. Donations will also fund programs supporting the well-being 
and mental health of faith leaders, congregations and communities. In the current context of social         
distancing, as churches seek to connect with members through online connections, the need for enhanced 
technology has emerged in many churches. ABHMS also seeks to support American Baptist regions,      
colleges, universities and seminaries along with community ministries that are serving families in           
marginalized settings, as well as other emerging needs. 

 IM recognizes these days as sacred time to support one another and remain connected as an 
American Baptist family. Past decades of disasters did not affect our entire nation, but today American 
Baptists across the country are adjusting their lives in these harsh realities of COVID-19. IM stands with 
you in prayer for the many needs within your own congregations and communities in the coming 
months. As you prayerfully evaluate your household resources and the tremendous needs in your local 
church and communities, IM welcomes your donations to support OGHS COVID RESPONSE, and will 
faithfully apply your gift anywhere IM serves. 
 
 If you are able to consider a gift in any size during June, please mail or drop it off at church (checks 
payable to Church in the Acres, and indicate "OGHS"). 
 
 
Thank you, 
Your Board of Mission Outreach 
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FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

 

 For the first time in our life time the entire world is being attacked by a hidden enemy – the corona-

virus. Hundreds of thousands of lives have perished as a result. Millions have lost their source of income. 

Medical teams have been pushed to their limits trying to care for the sick and dying. Schools, restaurants, 

sporting events, churches, airlines, businesses both small and large, have been forced to cancel or greatly    

limit their normal activities. In more recent times we can vividly recall the events of 9/11 when thousands of      

people perished as terrorists managed to take control of airplanes and had them crash into buildings in New 

York City, Washington DC, and Pennsylvania. Horror upon horror! And my generation can also recall what 

happened on December 7, 1941 when Japanese airplanes bombed our US naval base at Pearl Harbor sinking 

many of our naval vessels and killing thousands of our servicemen. But the present scourge of this pandemic 

is so overwhelming that it is arousing all kinds of emotion – fear, anxiety, confusion, uncertainty, despair.  

 But interestingly enough, this pandemic has also triggered a lot of heroic activity all across our    

country. In some cases, meals are being sacrificially provided by volunteers. Doctors and nurses have been 

working tirelessly to care for the sick and dying, and many have succumbed to the virus and died. Scientists 

and government leaders and a host of people are trying desperately to find a cure for this coronavirus. Parents 

and grandparents and care givers are also desperately trying to help others during this relentless pandemic. 

 With all this in mind, I would like to raise a question that needs to be answered by each one of us. 

What is the role of the Christian Church in such times as this? Let me say without apology that each and   

every believer is extremely important in the great work of Christ’s Kingdom. You see, Jesus came to bring 

hope and peace and love and forgiveness and salvation to this entire world. Which means that God is calling 

each one of us to be his representative wherever we may live. Jesus spoke to the multitudes in very plain     

language wherever he went, and he said to them, “You are the salt of the earth”, and then he said, “You are 

the light of the world.” Now I think we all can understand that. SALT symbolizes anything that is import ant 

and indispensable in this life. And LIGHT can symbolize anything that provides goodness and purpose and 

hope in this broken world. Brothers and sisters, we are God’s representatives here on this earth. Most      

Christians never become famous. Most of us never get our names in the newspaper, but what is significant 

and important to remember is that we can help our neighbor who may be lonely, we can write a sympathy 

card to someone who lost a loved one, we can give to feed the hungry, we can be friendly to our neighbors, 

we can stand up for those things that are true and eternal.. 

 Don’t forget, the early disciples were just ordinary people. And yet it was these early disciples who 

“turned the world upside down” in remarkable ways. They remained faithful in those very critical times. My 

friends, we are also living in a very crucial time in history. I feel that we are being called to make a difference 

for God now. I am sensing that this pandemic is so overwhelming and so unsettling that many are crying out 

to God for help. Thousands and thousands of people are dying all over the world day after day. My prayer to 

God is that each one of us who know Jesus as our Lord and Savior will take advantage of opportunities that 

God gives us to share our faith with those we meet or with friends we know, for “WHO KNOWS, BUT YOU 

WERE BORN FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS.”   (Esther 4:14) 

 

Your Friend in Christ,   Rev. Andy Kilpatrick 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  BEGINNING JUNE 22: 
OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY  

9—12 AND 1—3 
 

CLOSED FRIDAY THROUGH MONDAY, 
SOME VACATION DAYS,  

& JUNE 14-16 (CHURCH SECRETARIES’  

CONFERENCE) 

 

 

 

FOR   JULY / AUGUST   

SUMMER CHALLENGER  ARTICLES:  

JUNE 15TH 

 

 

 
 

ALL CHURCH PRAYER MEETING 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,                        
faithful in prayer.” 

 

POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER     

NOTICE      
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Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings 
will be in our community on Monday, August 31, 2020 at Church In the Acres Baptist.   
Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk factors for Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid 
Artery (plaque buildup-a leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an   
enlargement or weak area in the main blood vessel that carries blood from the heart to 
the rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial Disease (hardening of the arteries in the legs), 
a Heart Rhythm Screening (an EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and 
an Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for men and women. Being proactive about your 
health by knowing your risks helps you and your doctor address problems early.  

Register online TODAY at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle  or call  

1-866-229-0469 to receive your discount and preferred appointment time.   



LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2020 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  
   
  June  7 Nancy MacCallum 
 14 Claire Mendoza 
 21 Frances Cray 
 28 Doris Murray 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 
 

Sue Renaud,  Kim Converse and 
Sumner Glazier.  

 
 

 

THANK YOU NOTES 

 Have been received from: Doris Anderson “With many thanks for the     

beautiful   Easter lily which I received. I am enjoying it very much and appreciate 

your thoughtfulness.” 

And from: Clearway Clinic “Thank you Church family! We are so  grateful for your 

support and prayers.” 

And from: Hope for Kids “We are thankful for your support and prayers!. We pray for good health and 

safety during this time!” 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

June 

   

28 Julie and Jeff Whittemore  

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:    
 

June   4 Diana Wayne 
   5  Nick Albano 
 17  Dorothy Rempp  
 20  Dollymae Carnegie 
 21 Jeff Whittemore 
 24  Helen Williams  
   

   FAMILY NEWS PAGE 
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 During these uncertain times, we want to keep connected with our 
church family. Please contact the Pastor, one of the deacons or the church   
office if you need anything. We still have gift cards for the grocery stores and 
we also have CD’s of the Sunday sermons available if you are not able to view 
the livestream. 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: 
The Church Office is open Tuesday through Thursday 

9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian    Dennis Chausse 
Tech Team   Dennis Badger,                                  
            Megan Smith, Jeff Whittemore and John Ferris 

 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
10:45—11:30 *Sunday School Classes for all ages  (*Fellowship Time on the first Sunday of the month) 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 




