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Pass it On! 
 

 With the coming of February, my mind turns to Valentines Day.  It’s 

a wonderful day to remind your significant other how much you care about 

them.  The thing is, that you may have an amazing love for that person, but it 

pales in comparison to how much God loves you…no matter what you do! 
 
 A minister was retiring, and had delivered his last sermon from the 

pulpit where he had preached many years. One of the long-time members 

stopped as she went out the door and asked, "Do you know what is the most 

important thing you said in all these years?" "What was that?" the minister 

responded.  The member replied, "You told us we cannot do anything to get 

God to stop loving us!" Was She right?  I think probably so!  Yes, God IS 

love!  Do you realize what that really means? 
 
 The most important thing that you can learn in life is that God never 

stops loving you! Peter denied being one of the disciples, but God still loved 

him and used Peter to start the Church. John Mark turned back and quit in 

the middle of a missionary journey but Christ still loved Him and caused him 

to be an asset to the church and encourager to the Apostle Paul.  David    

committed adultery and murder, but God never stopped loving him, despite 

his sins.  
 
 The Old Testament is full of stories how Israel was hot and cold in 

their faith, and God constantly responded to the Jews with statements in the 

Bible like, “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore, with 

loving-kindness I have drawn you.” 
 
 God’s love for us is from eternity, without beginning and without 

ending.  We are loved, not because we are lovable, but because we are God’s 

Children.  There are no conditions upon us to receive God’s love.  No matter 

what your life has been like, God still loves you! How much do you love 

God?  It only takes a spark to get a fire going.  That’s how it is with God’s 

love…Pass it on! 
 

 

It’s so good to be your pastor!  I love you all ! 
In The Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 
Pastor Chris 
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       Call to Worship 1/12/2020 
 
Each week we come together here 
To show our love and praise 
For the one and only living God 
Who’s been called the “Ancient of Days”  
 
While God’s origin can’t be understood 
The Bible tells in great detail 
How God’s love and grace for all believers  
(When accepted ) will NOT let us fail 
 

This doesn’t mean that we won’t have some problems 
Like hardships, losses and pain 
Instead, when we trust in our Father 
We can count all that happens as gain 
 

Now, this is not an easy mindset 
Being thankful while in a bad storm 
But when things really do get scary 
To turn to God seems to be quite the norm 
 

The Apostle Paul is a prime example 
He endured more than most people could bear 
And showed His faith in the midst of great suffering 
By refusing to succumb to Despair 
 

Specifically, at 5 different times he received 39 lashes! 
He spent a day and a night in the open sea 
He was shipwrecked 3 times, stoned and rod beaten 
These were hard times I think you’d agree 
 

But Paul’s trust in God was rock solid 
He felt God’s presence throughout every trial 
God told Paul that HIS grace was sufficient 
Paul survived and praised God all the while 
 

Now, at times God will use our misfortunes 
In order to get us to draw near 
It could be because we have drifted 
Through God’s motives are not always clear 
 

The point is we all need God’s closeness 
When we have it, we experience a calm 
That’s more soothing and warm in it’s comfort 
Than any fine ointment or balm 
 

So, draw near to the Lord is our mandate 
And not only in times we’re distressed 
God is faithful and is our true refuge 
And in this, we can all know we’re blessed 
 
Vincent Washington 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting and Breakfast 

February 8, 2020 

        Annual Reports from all Officers, 
Board and Committee Chairpersons 

and Pastor are due January 23.  

Plan to be attend this important meeting 
which includes reports from Boards and 
Committees, Review and Voting on the 
2020 Proposed Budget and Elections. 

ALL CHURCH TALENT SHOW 
 

Saturday, March 21 

Start practicing your acts.  

Audition and rehearsal dates will be           
announced at a later date. Watch Sunday 

bulletins for further information. 

• Volunteers are needed in all areas:             
Stage Hands, Sound, Lighting, MC,               
CD Management, Refreshments, etc. 

• Please call Bev Tisdel if you have    
questions or to volunteer (525-7984). 

• Refreshments will be available. 

Save the date and plan to attend as it is    
always a fun and entertaining evening. 
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OUR LORD JESUS 
 There is no one else in all history who can be compared to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  He is 

the King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the ending.  He is the 

Eternal One. He is omnipotent and all powerful. He is the Creator of the world. He is the Messiah, the    

Savior of mankind.  He shares in the Godhead – Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. He is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world.  More books have been written about Jesus than any other mortal who 

has walked upon the face of this earth.  There are, indeed, millions upon millions of people from around the 

world today who truly believe in Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. 

 The story of Jesus is an exceedingly long one indeed.  It is a wonderful story.  It is a story that has 

been divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit so that all mankind might know Him and believe in Him as their 

personal Lord and Savior. This story has been revealed to us throughout God’s Word from beginning to 

end, from Genesis to Revelation.  I would like to share a few of those passages with you in this paper. Let’s 

begin by sharing those passages that reveal Jesus’ eternal nature.  In Psalm 8:22 -31 we read: “I was         

appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began…I was there when he set the heavens 

in place…I was the craftsman at his side…I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in his 

presence, rejoicing in his whole world.” And then in the Gospel of John 1:1-3 Jesus is described this way: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in 

the beginning.  Through Him all things were made, and without Him nothing was made that has been 

made.” 

 What is also most remarkable about God’s Son is that the Old Testament Scriptures reveal that He 

would come to this earth as a man, as a human being.  One of the classic passages is the one written by the 

prophet Isaiah as found in Isaiah 9:6-7: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 

is on his shoulders, and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.”  The Scriptures also predict certain events about his coming – Micah 5:2-4 tells us Jesus would be 

born in Bethlehem; Ruth 4:13-22 informs us of his royal lineage with King David (which is confirmed later 

in the Gospel of Matthew 1:2-16); in Psalm 22:15 we find a graphic picture of his crucifixion on the cross; 

in Psalm 16:10 we read about Jesus’  resurrection from the grave, plus scores of other biblical references to 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Some years ago, I was conducting a Bible study for a group of adults and we were discussing Jesus’ 

holy birth and then the topic of Jesus’ eternal nature came up.  One member became quite confused at this 

point for how could Jesus, the Son of God, be both eternal and also be born in a stable in Bethlehem.  And 

therein lies the heart of the Christian message of Jesus, for not only is He the eternal Son of God, but He is 

also at the same time a human being. That is a hard concept for us to fathom and comprehend.  And yet that 

is the wonderful story of Christmas. This is what the Incarnation of Jesus is all about.  You see, way back in 

the book of Isaiah some 800 years before Jesus’ birth, we are told this: “The virgin will be with child, and 

will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).  Is that possible, you ask?  And yet, that 

is exactly what makes the birth of Jesus so amazing, so wonderful, and so awesome. The story of Christ’s 

birth is beautifully recorded for us in Matthew 1:18-24, and here we are told that Mary was a virgin when 

she conceived Jesus in her womb. This was like no other birth in all history but was rather a supernatural 

birth since we read that the Holy Spirit came upon her to enable her to give birth to the One we call         

Immanuel. However, please remember that although Jesus was a human being like us, He did not inherit 

our fallen sinful nature, and was thus divinely qualified to become the Savior of the world.  Praise God!  

Jesus is now our Savior! Hallelujah!  Amen!  Amen! 

Your Friend in Christ,  Rev. Andy Kilpatrick 
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ATTENTION ALL MEN OF THE CHURCH 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR: 

 

PRAYER 

GOOD FOOD 

FELLOWSHIP 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Plan to join us on the last Saturday of the month. 

This month’s breakfast will be February 29 at 

8:30am in Walker Hall. 

   

 

 

 

ALL CHURCH PRAYER MEETING 

Thursdays at 6 pm 
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,                  
faithful in prayer.” 

 

     Everyone is invited to the Friendship Room, 

Thursdays at 6 pm.   
 

     Please come to pray. 

STORM CANCELLATION  

INFORMATION 
 

     We are in the midst of the New 
England winter season. 

     If you think a worship service or large event 
may be cancelled due to a storm, please tune in to 
TV22 or log on to WWLP.com or WGGB.com or 
check the church’s website or Facebook page.             

Please note:  ABC40 and Fox 6 stations may list 
religious service closings on their website only, not  
on TV. 

NOTE:  Small meeting and rehearsal cancellations 
will be handled by email and phone calls.   

Help Keep Our Homeless 

Warm this Winter 
     Warm, dry socks and gloves are a must for 

the homeless men, women and children in our 

community. 
     Now through March 15th, you may place your 

donations of new items on or under the tree in 

the Lobby. 
Thank you!  

Board of Mission Outreach 

      The February meeting of the 
Women’s Ministry will be on Saturday 

February 15 at 9:30 am in the     
Friendship Room. Julie Whittemore 

will be sharing about “Battlefield of the 
Mind” by Joyce Meyer as the program. 

Coffee and refreshments will be 
served. All women of the church and 
friends are invited. Hope to see you 

there. 

TUESDAY MORNING    

BIBLE STUDY 

 
     The Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study will be using a      

special Lenten Guide. We are in the process 
of choosing it, so come by Tuesday morning 
and help us decide and then join the group. 
We will be starting it on Tuesday March 3. 
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     Springfield Rescue Mission Update 

     For years our church has supported the Spring-
field Rescue Mission financially, through the Undie 
Sunday campaign and Hope Totes, We have also 
assembled a team to cook and serve a monthly 
meal at the mission. This is a wonderful ministry to 
the lost in our local community.  Please see Pastor 
Chris if you would like to help cook, or serve, or 
contribute financially to this wonderful outreach.  

 

BAPTISM:   

 
     If you are interested in 
learning about being         

baptized, please sign up on the  sheet at the lobby 
bulletin board.  A member of our Diaconate will 
contact you to arrange for a class. 

 

MEMBERSHIP :   

 
     If you are interested in learning 
about becoming a member of 
Church in the Acres, please sign 
up on the  sheet at the lobby bulletin board.  A 
member of our Diaconate will call you to arrange a 
class. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

     The envelopes are in the pews for you to use or, 
if you would like to take some home, they are   
available in the Narthex.  Please make sure your 
name and/or envelope # is written on the       
envelope.  If no name or # is written on the        
envelope it will go toward loose collection and no 
credit will be given for tax purposes.  Circle where 
you want the money to go.  If nothing is circled it 
will go toward Tithe/Offering.   

     If you are splitting a check or cash please write 
how much you would like to go in each offering on 
the line next to it (i.e. Tithe/Offering $50.00,   
Communion $10.00).  NOTE: 10% of the church’s 
annual income is given to missions.  

     If you would like to give to special mission     
projects (i.e. Springfield Rescue  Mission), please 
make sure the organization is written on the enve-
lope under Missions. 

     Special Offering is used for our extra holiday      
offerings (Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas).   

     Memorial donations and other special donations 
(i.e. Big E, Staff Gift), can be put under Other.  
Please make sure it is marked clearly on the enve-
lope where you want the money to go so I can     
apply it correctly.  

      Please see me if you have any questions.  Your 
cooperation and giving are greatly appreciated. 
 

Catherine Cabey, 
Financial Secretary  

THE DEADLINE FOR  

MARCH CHALLENGER      

ARTICLES:  

                      FEBRUARY 15TH 

 

 

 

Buy your groceries with “Cash for Causes.”  

The Church earns $5 for every $100 gift card you 
buy.  

Gift cards for Stop and Shop and Big Y are now 
available between the services from                      

Julie Whittemore. 
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   FAMILY NEWS PAGE 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 

Melissa and Mike Giovaninni  Feb. 3rd 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:    
 
 

Feb.   9  Margaret Slade  
 18  Warren Christensen  
 18  Carolyn Wilson 
 23  Alice Martinez-Balseca  
 26  Timothy Dubois 

                     THANK YOU NOTES  

    have been received from and from Friends of Regional Ministries for our support and 
will use it carefully and creatively. 

And from Nancy MacCallum for the poinsettia and the visit from the carolers. 

And from a church member to Jim Fields for his “dedication to preparing a magnificent 
“Santa Land” for the enjoyment of visitors of all ages and backgrounds”. 

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2018 Church Directory. Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  
 
 Feb.  2   Doris Murray 
 
   9   Nancy MacCallum 
 
  16  Claire Mendoza 
 
  23   Frances Cray 

2020  Directories are     
being compiled. Please 
make sure to keep all      
information up to date with 
the church office. 

 

PRAYERS NEEDED 

FOR HEALTH AND HEALING: 

                                     Sue Renaud and Phyllis Gregg 

Andy and Mary Kilpatrick 
342 Reeds Landing 

Springfield, MA 01109 
The name of Frances Cray’s nursing 
home has changed. It is now Vero 

Health and Rehab. All other              
information is correct. 

     If your birthday and/or anniversary is not listed in 
the monthly Challenger and you would like to have 
those included, please make sure to notify the church 
office. 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119 

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse 
Tech Team   Megan Smith,   
 Dennis Badger, Jeff Whittemore and John Ferris 

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a com-
bined July/August edition.  Articles should be e
-mailed, faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 
15th of each month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

10:45—11:30 *Sunday School Classes for all ages  (*Fellowship Time on the first Sunday of the 

month) 
11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 


