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Jesus… The “I AM” of the New Year. 

  

 
 When God sent Moses back to Egypt to free the Israelites from    

bondage, Moses asked God, “Who do I tell them sent me to you?”  God told 

him to tell the Israelites that “I AM” sent you, and they would understand.  

God is “The Great I AM!”  Think about that, when you reflect on the past 

year, and the new year.  As you reflect and pray, God may be telling you: 
 I Am the new year. 

 I Am the unspoiled center of the storybook of your life.  Do you know 

that? 

 I Am always your next chance in living a life on purpose…a life of 

inner peace. 

 I Am your opportunity to practice what you have learned about life 

during the last twelve months.  Is your life about you? Or Me?  Is your life 

about you? Or others? 

 All that you sought and didn't find is a treasure hidden in me, a gift 

that I want to give you.  A gift waiting for you to search out with more deter-

mination.  Is your life about gaining stuff…or seeking me? 

 All the good that you tried for and didn't achieve is mine to grant 

when you have fewer conflicting desires. 

 All that you dreamed but didn't dare to do,  all the faith that you 

claimed but did not have -- these slumber lightly, waiting to be awakened by 

the touch of a strong purpose. 
 I Am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, 

"Behold, I make all things new." 

 I Am the new year.  Wise people still seek me.  Do you seek me?   

 
It is so good to be your pastor! 

In the Lord’s service till the last fish is caught, <>< 

Pastor Chris 



PAGE 2 ISSUE 1          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Attention all women in the church!  

Even if you don’t have the time to come to 

Women’s Group on Saturdays, we want your 

help.  We are doing Communion Coffee Hours 

and we need your help.  There is a sign up list 

in the kitchenette in the library, if you are able 

to help with coffee hour, please sign up.  If 

you can’t bring anything, we can use money 

to buy coffee, sugar, milk, tea and cocoa. 

Even paper ware for the months holiday are 

very welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CHURCH PRAYER MEETING 

Thursdays at 6 pm 
 

 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,  
faithful in prayer.” 

 

     Everyone is invited to the Friendship Room, 

Thursdays at 6 pm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Annual Meeting and Breakfast 

Date to be announced 

        Annual Reports from all Officers, 
Board and Committee Chairpersons and 

Pastor are due January 7th.  

 
Plan to be attend this important meeting which 
includes reports from Boards and Committees, 
Report from the Bylaws Revision Committee, 

Review and Voting on the 2020 Proposed 
Budget and  Elections. 

      

     Calling all cooks!! The Christian Education 
Board is sponsoring a Chili Cook Off Contest 
on January 23. So dust off your recipes, start 
practicing. Pot Luck at 6:00 pm with contest 
at that time. Taste them all and put your vote 

in. At 7:00 we’ll have a board game night. 
Sign up sheets will be put out in mid January 

for chili divisions (mild, hot, turkey and         
vegetarian) and one for board games. We’ll 
try to fill up a whole table with a particular 

game. Have a favorite? Make a suggestion 
and fill up a table before the date. Make a 

sundae for dessert (to put out the chili fires!!!)  
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BRIGHTEN THE CORNER WHERE YOU ARE 

 
 The song, “Brighten the Corner Where You Are”, has an interesting story to tell. Ina Duley Ogden, 

was a talented woman who was active for years in speaking to great crowds of people on the Chautauqua 

circuit in N.Y. State. One day her father became gravely ill and she felt the great need to help her father 

throughout his long illness, thus ending her career as a popular public speaker. As she reflected on the 

course of her life, she sat down and wrote this song as a reminder to others that we all need to brighten the 

corner wherever we are with deeds of humble service and godly living. Here are the words of the song: 

 “Do not wait until some deed of greatness you may do, Do not wait to shed your light afar, To the 

many duties ever near you now be true, Brighten the corner where you are, (Refrain) Brighten the corner 

where you are! Someone far from harbor you may guide across the bar; Brighten the corner where you are”. 

 “Just above are clouded skies that you may help to clear. Let not narrow self your way debar, 

Though into one heart alone may fall your song of cheer, Brighten the corner where you are. Here for all 

your talent you may surely find a need, Here reflect the bright and Morning Star; Even from your humble 

hand the Bread of Life may feed, Brighten the corner where you are”. 

 There is something very providential and humbling about the words of this song. We’re all different. 

We’re all unique. We all have different skills and talents and hobbies. As I thought about our congregation I 

began listing some of the skills and careers that are represented: cooks, bakers,  knitters, crocheters, quilters, 

housewives, plumbers, mechanics, handymen, cross word specialists, musicians, teachers, nurses, lawyers, 

pharmacists, preachers, specialists, prison warden, gardeners, computer specialists, office managers, visitors 

to the sick, letter writers, Sunday School teachers, prayer warriors, church workers, child care workers, etc. 

 What often happens when we have a special interest, hobby, or talent is that God is giving us these as 

an opportunity and as an obligation to use them to bring glory to God, and certainly not for our own personal 

pride and glory. God intends that we use our talents in order to connect with others and become a source of 

blessing and encouragement to them. You see, many people find this world to be a very trying and          

challenging place to live and need others to “Brighten” their lives with loving and caring people, as Ina    

Ogden did for her sickly father. 

 Do you remember the parable of The Sheep and the Goats that Jesus once gave toward the end of his 

public ministry? (Matthew 25:31-46). He said that on the day of judgment “all the nations will be gathered 

before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats” (vs.32). According to this parable the Sheep represent those who feed the hungry, and provide a  

cooling drink to the thirsty, and invite the stranger into their home, and provide clothes to those in need, and 

take the time to look after the sick, and visit those in prison. He also declared that the Goats represent those 

who are selfish and fail  to use their gifts to help those who are in need. This parable is a stern reminder to us 

all, for God is holding us accountable to serve those who are in need as we are able, and thus bring glory to 

God.  Let me close by repeating verse 3 of Ina Ogden’s poem: “Here for all your talent you may surely find 

a need; Here reflect the bright and Morning Star; Even from your humble hand the Bread of Life may feed; 

Brighten the corner where you are.” 

 
Your Friend in Christ,   Rev. Andy Kilpatrick 
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SNOW CANCELLATION INFORMATION 
 

   We are in the midst of the New England winter season.  

   If you think a worship service or large event may be 
cancelled due  to a storm, please tune in to TV22 or log 
on to WWLP.com or WGGB.com.         

   ABC40 and Fox 6 stations may list religious service 
closings on their website only, not on TV. 
 

NOTE: Small meeting and rehearsal cancellations will be 
handled by email and phone calls.   

ANNUAL REPORTS from all Officers, 
Board and Committee Chairpersons 

and Pastor:  January 7th  

 

FEBRUARY Challenger articles:  Jan-

uary 15th 

Attention all Men of the 

Church 

Are you looking for: 

Prayer 

GOOD FOOD 

FELLOWSHIP 

BIBLE STUDY 

Plan to join us on the last Saturday of the 

month 

This month’s breakfast will be January 25 

at 8:30am in Walker Hall 

All men of the Church are invited. 

January’s Women’s Ministry meeting will 

be a “Clean the Kitchen Day”, January 

11 at 10:00 am in the kitchen. (Note:  

later meeting time) Bring a sandwich. 

Soup and dessert will be provided. Also 

bring your favorite cleaners with you. 

Save the date. 

     

Help Keep Our Homeless Warm 

this Winter 
     Warm, dry socks and gloves 

are a must for the homeless men, women and 

children in our community. 
     Now through March 15th, you may place your 

donations of new items on or under the tree in the 

Lobby. 
Thank you!  

Board of Mission Outreach 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
 

Penny and Junior Irizarry 

January 2 

 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:   
  

Jan.  2  Carolyn Baranowski  
 2  Jennifer Lovell  
 12  Robert Baranowski  
 13  Penny Irizarry  
 14  Laura Tisdel-Andruss  
 25  Nancy Thibodeau  
 29  Vincent Washington  

LAY CARE LIST  
Send a card, make a call, say a prayer… 

(Addresses are in the 2017 Church Directory.  
  Office 782-2577) 
 
Week of:  
 Jan 5  Doris Murray     

  12 Nancy MacCallum    

  19 Claire Mendoza 
 

  26 Frances Cray  

          THANK YOU NOTES 
    

  

 "Received from  
      Rick and Anita Gutierrez “We deeply appreciate your faithful on-going 
support  to our mission. Thank you for your support from 12/18-11/19 totaling 
$2691.90. Love in Christ. Rick and Anita Gutierrez 
   

   “Young Life” for our mission giving to their ministry which helped       
purchase Bibles for campers this year. 
      

 Joanne Case for the generosity of my church family for 
my Christmas gift. 
      

 Pastor Chris would like to warmly thank all of you for 
your cards and gifts this Christmas which truly touched his 
heart.  It was one of the best Christmas’s ever, and he is so 
thankful to be your pastor!  God bless you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joanne Case 
62 Chapin Greene Drive 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-610-1098 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Renaud, Phyllis Gregg 

Lori Reese 

Loriluvzmaggie@gmail.com 



1383 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA  01119   

The Church Office is open Monday 9am—12 noon and 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9am—12 noon and 1—3pm  

Phone:  (413) 782-2577 

E-mail:  info@churchintheacres.org 

Fax:  (413) 782-6856 

www.churchintheacres.org 
 

     

Pastor                                 Rev. Christopher Lister 
Administrative Assistant  Joanne Case 
Director of Music   Catherine Berry 
Handbell Choir Director   Jeff Tisdel 
Director of Contemporary Worship Mike Giovaninni 
Custodian   Dennis Chausse     
Tech Team   Megan Smith, 
                 Dennis Badger, John Ferris, Jeff Whittemore

 

The Challenger is a monthly publication of 
the Church in the Acres, except for a combined 
July/August edition.  Articles should be e-mailed, 
faxed, mailed or dropped off by the 15th of each 
month.                                

 (Articles may be edited for length.) 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
10:45—11:30 *Sunday School Classes for all ages  (*Fellowship Time on the first Sunday of the month) 

11:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 


